










t j6 CoMING TO GRJPS WITH 

11le unh·crst" amc into heing 3 cun.'>ef:luencc of :m cpk b.1t dc between the 
gods.' t\bnluk"< .1<1> n-quirc much physietl dfon, whil< Cod"< only n-quircd 
th< spok<n "ord. Founh, th<rc is no emu ion of liglu (as th< lirn aet of cre­
ation), nor h tlleff J. detJ.ilttl cre-.uion accoun1 of 'q;c:-tacion, .mim;J.I.S. birds. or 
fuh. Fifah. the: CJprkiomness of the gods in E11um11 £/i.s.h '-Orur.uu:d by God's 
deu:rminc:d in Genesis. There is no fc:nule ckiry irwoh·c:d in creuion 
in rhc Gcncsi'i account. as there arc in the other ANE creation 5torics.lll Fin.ally. 
in l:.iumw 1:'/uh. man w:as created to be a SCf\"'ilnt, bu1 in Gcncsh I man W'.tS 

w rule the e;mh .. u 

A Cana:111hc Origin? 

<iCholars h:wc posited tt Canaanit<' b;tckground fo t• Genesis I, 
in Gent'! is 1 :2 :l dc:myt hologi1.ation of a Canaanite sea dragon myrh. u But (he 
conRict uf tiH.' )lOI'm•god Baal wiLh Lhc sea-god mtmioncd in the 

h:1s nmhing mall to do with the cre.ation of the:.· cosn1os. In Uf.:.tridc •cxts, 
R:ul i" not tr..:Jh.•d iiS a t":ltttor-god at aJI..!' Furtlterrnnre, .1,:. 1\umut':l J>Oint.,_ out, 
in the Ugaricic Lhc Can:.tanitc sea-dragon is Yam, no. Tah:un - but the 
ternl )•1'm ('"sea .. ) docs no1 appear in Gcncs:is I unril ''CI"S(' 10, wbcrc the plural 
form ynmmim <tS the antithesis of nrts (-larld"). :• 

An f.to1'tian 

01her 'Chobrs h.wt> :a strong Egypdln b-:ac.kground 10 tht cre.uion 
scoric:s in Genesis I ;md 2. This concc:pt w3.S propc>S<d in cl\4: l:uc 1800s 
by rhc t.gypcologt\1 A. H. who bmcmcd the cxcasivc imcrcst in B.abr­
lonian creation cex1:s.l\ It has been rc,•ivcd in rcccm years by J.uncs lloffmcicr, 

19. lnhn Cuuid. IXJpt ti'Jd tbt Old Ummum (Grand R.tpld,, Ml: 8Jker. I l)t)7}. 
p. li.t 

20. O,t\•111 '1\ umw.t, m:'b. .md N\A1r E:uh:rn Storir' o( :uhl 
in I S11ullrtl lm4'ripthms llt:fim tiN' F/(NN/: Ant-it'Ht Nf','lf' Ftmm1, l.btXIIillir 

IIJ Gmt"SiJ 1-J /, etb . Rich::trd I less and O.wid 1'unHifJ (\X'inon;a Ltke, 
IN: ... 1994). p. 3 1-J!. 

11. John 1);1\ to PriMm: Sludits ;,, Gnu·sis (Crand U;alo;cr, p. 
71. Sec Klcin. Genesis I." &uui•N'f'Jitnl 44 

C' 2S-.l0. 
.U. J. l);ay. (*li (':#nj/tH ,), Or.t,(On and rlv .W.· &hon 1'1,{ 11 (..(ltl<'-uutt Mp/1, rlx 

OU /lrnt.AIINNI Caml>ridgc Unh>asity Press, 1%'\), r-
.U. 1';.umun. "'Gmob .and Andcn1 Keu flood; p. 

Cft'".1101·pl in m\1hok»sr i.s fl. 5C'C' Nnht-r Twmur.a. CINt/Oit ilftti Dnmtn•"· 
p. As Ma.mn Pore' noto. -rbnT th;tl coukl tw- u"t"-;u.un 
story« .an)· du.r ..l!luuon to row1ic in thoe Lg;ni1k. lf''lll,: M.ar\ 1n 1\rrc. F.l 
tlf tht- ln..11 {1 «:itl.cl': Urill. 19;;). p. 49. 

14. •tsumUr.l, (.TrltiUJIUtllt/ fkiiTU('IiOII. p. )4-)6. 

25. K. '"Some Thoughts on Genesis I and 2 .and pti.m (o,mo1vg.v." 
t{tiN' Auuml Nt.lr S«u·ry IS ( 198.\): p. 41. 

IJ7 

John Currid. Jnd A•wdl, J.mong o1hcrs. '•· One dtlficuhy in anal) ong Lhc 
Egypli;an .,;<hmngony '' llw d1cTC i' ;a mulliplicity of rcxh \\ilh <ruitt• ditfl-rent 
accounb of crc-.auon. •· (Of'Kq>t.S a_, u<".llion from 
:a -"ingJ< god \OtU't.t:'\ nJme difl'e,.enr b'Och rht ue1ror- Rc. 
PtU.. Khnum. A tum .• md others): Crt"".uion by dh·ine fi<tr: crc;uion or rnrnordi;d 
mancr; uf the firm.uncm: and making man from d.a) .m: .all found in 

p1ian 

Onll.' .l!t,lin, ho\\e\'cr. tin: tliffercnce.' bt-rw«n 1he .H.I.UUIH' .and 
Genc'i' I JH.' f:ar nHm: 'trikiug. Fir'it. the.- pr-im.1ry lrc.uiun .llC.OUIIb 

( X .. 111tl Hcnnupulis) deal with 1 he ion uf' tht." . .ntlt h..­
C()lillHl:. (ltc;wcn. c.m It, .and '" n). lnu du nm mcnt inn ere. II inn 1ll' 111.m t)r .mim.tk 
1"hc"c ,trc covct·cd in difi'Crcm Egypd:Ul t C.::X{,s.1'J Second. chc Egypd.m ct'c.u ion 
accounts a((• conC'ct·ncd primarily wilh the of the go(h nol 
rh<." uni\'cnt·. Anti. t.lcpc.·cHJing on tht source, 1hcsc p.ods iu 
w:1p: by <.:umm:md (Pc.ah 'I)Okc 1hcm inro hy 1he t;Hd r\ mm ... \f.'ltH:n 

and fingcrs: 11 hy ,piuing ("i\wm spit me om in the spit of hi .. mouth"):'·' .md 

1(,. I hid •• p . .N-11): ( lU 1aJ, A'Jnf'llt , ... ')3- - 1; At"" .-II. .. l'li-Jn \oMIJH', p ..... jl)---. 
(l()fJI,"n fohmt1N1. 1-!:J in rhc- Ughr o.f Andcnt [t:..'JlU.In 

.... ((\JJI"'f ckll\cltd .a11hc-Annwl uf thC' F.utl)!tfk..&J lb.,.,d.-pul 
f\. I !-4. 'I h.: fiN ponioo of John-w:on\ JUJlC• If'- 1-.t\) h;a, ,...,.. brt-n 

puhlidk"'l u»>.kr 111k .and Anck"ftt f--P--pciln Crc-.1tk•n 
Sotn,, u,, 1'- 1-g...I'N. 

! ... lhnc- indu,l.: Coffin 10-.s .. lhc Boo!.; of thl' 0...-.1d . .1nd I h.; 

llollmt1c:r, "l:s.' JXI.ln p. 41-4!; Curri .. l, AHof'ltt f.K_lf'l· ll· '\'\. 
C:uuid dU.'' J•>tm \\ jJ,uu un m.utcr: "\X'..- t.:mnut '>("I( I,· dn\\fl uo.a 'ingk f.oN.Iilit>J 
:.Culunc ul hqtinning ... lh<' .... K .. 111) dh ,uu.l dh ... lhk1l nHil(: 

tht'm'" (lhi1l.>. 
1R. Hull'ntdt•r, ('v,mulug:o. '" p 44---18; CurnJ, A,IritWt l':<_vpt , l•• 7J. 
29. 11wr<.• j, :1 brief 10 lu,m'l <rl"<lliou in "lmu uc.tit•n 11f and .w 

in tin• "( 11)'11111 w l<ulmm." C unid, Ann'nu F!(.J'/If•J'• S,l 7 J ,'liony 
("Ct·nni, 1-.1 iu t iJ!IU ,, ( Ami<-111 C:rc:uiou,\1ytlu.· (p.1Jl''' d.,•lhtt .. -. l .u th .. · 
Annual .\i('t'l mg 11l thl• Ntw I :wnr.), I'• 1 ll) o,cc, 

the of l ldiojlOiis. Memphis. :and lf(·rnwpoli, ;a, j'II:I IJIIdlng the 
li1':>1 l.h'lUo>n )\UIUUI 111 C'rt".Hion o( ti'M.• 1o\'(ltld m (',t'f\1; 1.11), .md 
tht- Cf'f'J.Iion tr.Wnion ul t\hnum pl.rallding the second etc.1tinn l.t•IUnt of Gcnoi.;. 

of hunl.&l\\), He t"\-.:n "'UR;OU ttut the pcncncl' o4 rwo tf'('ation "ono m 
R"\uh .. from nm.l or the- Hdm:ws "•o rdiuc:- lhl' tvt.O 

u-.ld•ti••n' lJ" I ;), Rm thl\ i_,. unlikely, Join<(' the t.lunn .ukl c.ulmm.at1on 
of(oei"M."\h I h 1h.o: \.fiC'.IIItufl of m.m. "'bid1 n•uirdy nminn,l m fu'4 
CTr.uton 

30. M('t11pfm ''Hutk,'. 10 ).lmo 6. Prudurd. ro ... -fJKIOlt r.,,,., Tntl /lr. 
tilt' 0/.1 INJI•"nt Wrinu:mn. ['rino:wn l'rl.'"· )'){,1)), f' •I 6. 

llen:.dtcr th,, ""'" bc [0 .u ANET. 
31 . lbi .. l. 
32. Coffin ' l t''\1, ,'\jtdl "'(, .l 1 



CO\IING TO GRJPS WJTII GFN~IS 

t"\'~n by an X I of m:uhtrb.ttion by Arum. 'l lhc conrrasr bctwC'C'n lhC'C te'OIS :md 
Gcnnis. where there is only one God, whose presence j, llo);Uinc.-d 1hroug.houc. 
and who simply Spe;tl,a ~'t:r')1hing dse inro existcn«. cm1ld hardly be: greater. 

lltinJ. in Ef;ypti.an cosmogony rhe cre:ui\·e C\"CntS a~ C'\"clic~l. "·1th the sun 
being ~born och do~y Jn<l the Nik n:ccding c.lch ynr. t\y commt. the crauon 
of Genesis 1 occurs in a suin linear succession of days and i' ~ompleu.'tl by che 
se-venth do~y. ~I hen: IS no parallel co chis ron<:q)( eirher in ES)'pli:an or Bo~byloniJn 
cmmogony . .,. Fin.11iy. in the Egyptian cosmogony (as in the Bab)loni.m) there 
is an incermingling of lhc gods with crc-.uion: indeed, :u Currid nol~. "t!ad • of 
che gods f:ls llioncd was ·• t>er·sonific:uion of:1n elt:rnenc or n.tturc."'~ In Genesis. 
God i .. Ill u:rly :.cp.l r.uc r i'OIH :iud pret;cdcs Hi$ crc.uc.xl univ~o.·nc. "' 

Summrtr)' of' Oif1Crcnccs he tween ANE Co$mologics 
:and the Ccncsh: C •'Caciou Accoum 

Hill r\l'nold summari:tc.-s wdl rhc d iffe-rences bcrw(.'('n tlu: vJrious ANE 
cosmologi<."~ and the: worldvicw of Genesis 1-2. Firu, the Ccnc~i~ :'ct..CHIIll is 
monodu~htic. , ~.oncrJ~Iing. with the po1)1heism of the AN I~ • et:ond. Cod is 
tr:tn!><:.cndcm ... noc eonlinuou' wirh the world he has crcatC'd."''" lhird. lsr~d is 
tOollydisincc.-~ccd in 1hcoriginsofGod. ,,.ft.rreas the AN£ \\Aj prroccupiN with 
this concern. Founh. God is a nonsa.ual being {wi1hom l)hp.iul pfOi,~C:ny}. And 
fifth, chc ASEdC" .alut'd history. whereas lsr-.Jd -cb'<l:tcd hi5U)f')' 10.111 cntirdy new 
b·d in the ~ncicnl world.~ anaching importance to the beginning of time and 
sp;Kc (crt~tion) and the beginning of che narion lsr:ael. lhc re,uh is ch:at ''hilt> 
the ANE culture) expressed thcir theology in the form of rnrrh~ Jnd lct;c:n(k 
Israel W:J.\ pritnJrily itHcrc:'>ted in the writing ofhisrory. A~ Arnold ob\C:I"'-'0 ... such 
a role lor hhwrkJI n.trrJtive was mdic31ly new in dae .wcicm Nc:1r f'..l\1. 111 

Borrowing from ANE F1ood Stories? 

'"lllUugh <ip:tcc wi II nut perm ir ~• det:lilcd l rc~u mcnt. we ~IHltt l tl .tlso n1cnlion 
the: simil:u·ilit'S hc1wcc•1 AN E flood my1h.ii (mosr notably. rht· Gilgaml'sh Epic 
and the.· Atr;th:tsis Epic) and the biblical Flood :1ccounr. A~ in 1hc eoaM' of the 
cr<:.~tion :tC(;Ounc. "omc )cholars h:we used the sirnilari 1ie., of d1c .. c :mdcn1 Avocl 
swri~ 10 d~o.•mothtr.ltc the .!tt:Omdary and inferior nature of lht" hibJie,tl Flood 
;tec..ount in Gc.-n..-) j., (,_9, For example. Skinner sra1e\ d-ue 1hc dcpcnc.ic.ncc of 

JJ. l ~e-..mkl ln:1. l'Htunu• ;.r. ~ Currid. Annmt tf.:trl·l' S(, .(,,!. NtMc lh.1c .,.,luiC' 
nlaM.h j, nuw.l"· o(l,.th; 'i~lin.g lo.SN ~ inrn ni~IC'rt~;ll" f.-ti•Pt...~.,.U) · JYI".~Ik-Jintt ( .ocl\ 
dn,nc- fi.tt in Coll"1'10b l).m 1hc s.tmC" tar Arum Cf'C.Jt~ 1hc h~ ~h I rom hi! te:mm 
.~nd finscn. • I b.d .. p.. 61. 

.1-1. tt .... l. "1\,kmoc 'Utu,..: p. 84-85: Currid. Aona1 t'J.II"• p. 71. 
JS. Cumd, AM&mt ft.71"· p. 60. 
J6. ~._. ;tho (;rot,:\: Kldu. "-f<r.•dinl; Gc-nesi-) 1.• p. j I. 
37. Uill Arnold. l!na~tmurmx tl'«' &Mk tJjGrnniJ (Cr-.md R.apid •• . \II; U.tkC"r. 1~J9S). p. 

4'). 
.Ut Ibid .. p. ~ I . AwoJJ'~ .,..hole di~cu.ssion is found on p. 48-S I. 

C IIAP'TitR s 1)9 

1hc biblical nJir.uh·c oltht: Flood on the Babyloni.m lt:gcmt .. "h;uc.Jiy rc.."\luirn 
deuilcd proof.'" 

To~ 5un.~. :110 "ill• the <:rt""o~tton :~ccoums. thne 3te sirnilariri~ hn\\t."Cn 1hc 
AN' I:. Rood nl}lh5 Jnd Gcno1.s: the impending flood is rC'\e-.aled H> rhc hero: he 
is dehH·red from the Aood "ith his family: a large bcxl1 i\ built: hinl~ ;are Knt 

out (() dcc.:rminc: how r.u the w;ueo han: f«l,_'(lecl; ;and the hero "<•rshiJh .It tile 
end of the flood. lhu on-cc again. chc-rc arc major diffctcnccs: monothti\m in 
Get\csi!l \'er .. u' the pol)1hd"m of the AKE myths; dte- rea,on ftu the ftood (:.in 
i1\ Ct'n(."\io,; cht.• Jll.''lplc m.1king too much noise: in the Atr.tlta!lh F.pi<.. dh turhing 
the ~lcc.·p or the ~nd .. !1 '):the hc,linc..'l$ <)f COtl in GciH;si .. \'CfSUS I he.· C.lpritiCUl,llC'i~ 
of the god\ in du: ( ; ilt-;.llllC.\h Epic ( I hey SW~Irltl "like nic!l .. :HUll lid I he 3-.ll r i ficc 
~ivcn L>y Ut nnphhti mh .tud the gudli ne:\.S of Noah \'CI'llth 1ltc CIUC:o,t iunll l>lt' cthit:'> 
of U1n:api~ lu i m (dtt' hcl't) uf Gilg.unc!~h). 41 Af1cr cxtemivc :& n.t ly,i~. Alcx.t ndc1' 
Heidel condud~· .. llt.ll tht·r~· i,) in!lufficiem evidence th:u C:cnc.•,h hurmwcd r i'UIIl 

1hc ANE nl)'th": ... I he .trgumc-nr-. which h;1,ve been ~(ktnccd in ""PI''Hrt of 1llc 
comcmion thac 1hc biblk~tl accounr rests on Babylonian malt·rial ;trc quitc­
indcci~iH·.'"•t lie ob~cnt:., thJt "hilc the -~keleton- hJ., sc:.uu,• !~lmil.uilie ... "dut 
flesh and bluod .md, JI>O\e o~ll. 1he .atlimating spirit are dirfert."nt.'"'' 

h ~hould .1.l~ be lnt'ntiont-d here that there arc no rc.:tl l,;ar.allc:h in ANE 
lir"r.uurt' <ithC"r 10 the"" IJhk of :"J;ations in Cc:nc:sis 10 or (0 1hc 10wt·r ()( ll.1bd 
in Cc:n<Si5 11. A~ t\lbright writes. the: T~blc- ofNa1ions -sunds .1h~lu1cly Jlonc 
in ;~ncicm litcr.uurc: "uhmn ;a rc:mou: par.tlld C"\'t'n among the Crttk, ... I he 
·EtbkofNation' rcnwam Jn J:Stonishin~yaccurate-documem."' .... A1o for 1hc 10\ .. t.'f 
ofB:abd. :t~ \X'cnh.m, nolc.") ... no gooc.l Ne-Jr Eastc:rn pJrJIIclto rhc: lO\\t'r of BJbcl 

]9, ~kinnn, Cimfw. 1• , .. ~ 

4U. ~u ·~·.d lt'.t'•"*l' ~~\~ 11 hll t lw "'""'in 1hc ( ;ilg;'lmnl• 11,11., I , . .,." !'!J'..-h'-•r. ~hu luoM, t11 

~lrnng ~ic.·\C •pu1.uui.1n influt ll\..1.' t>n Ct·nc. .. is. :u.lmnwlt:d~<!' dl(' (I wn~ nlt)r,ll i.'mpll.hi\ 
in Gt•nc"i' H't•u~ the.· l.1ck of .1 pl.IU~iblc c.tusc fi,r lht• llood in the Cll~nu.·_..h l::pk 
(Gmnu. J•· S4 SS). 

41, \X l!ik• '!,•,th\ ~<'llliu c.,, h .,u,·~,.,o;J, he i~ hanlly om acli\'l' '"hl'n.,- ,t, Uut.ljli•luitn h. In 
C•c.c. 1\'u.-h d., .. • 11111 •JW·•ltuuilthc :•fu:nn:nh of thl' Flood. whilt· Uuu1•••hllrn ' 1"-'•'k' 
1hmu~h•mt dw , .. .,,\'.Anti j, gi\(·n immt)• 1al i1)' :11 1hc end. 

4~. Aln.-n,kr I IdeM, II•( C.tlt.mu•h Fpir ~Jrul 0/J Ti-n.unmt Po~,.,(/(/~ (( 'ltk.tL:o. II : 
l'ni\C•hil~ ~·f( '"·~~~ l'rc, ... 1?-t(l).J•· u.-. St.~ furlht;r tlw tk1.1ilc-tl tii-1111'-IH"'"' I))· 
~:vilfllj Oun.ll, A ( ·~ltnl•.lr~li\C S4u.dy of th(' Rood ."'-coun1 .. in ch< ( .il~nl("\h 1_,, ... 
o~nJ t.;n,n ... • funpuhl ... hN n:wu:rS thesis. ~·c-s~n· Bibliul \nnlno~n·, !UO·U. u we'Ll 
~ \\~·nh.1nt\ nu:h'-tlt '>Umnu.~-o( the d1ffro:nco bcf,.""t"m chc .au.ounh tn ht' (~,.ms 
I I S. r- U• i (ti• 

...l. 1-ki•ld. (,tftJ~Wr J, ,.,~. r . .!(~ 
-H. \\ 1lli.un f-. t\lbnt:flc. ~"" /)~Xtn:rrrn m Rsbk l~NJJ (r\<'"- "•rL: hmt.. & \\o~pulk 

19~~) P- "'()-"'I. ''"11l.uh. D.J. \\; isc-m.m sr . .uo. 1hc.- nri~in ,lt thi .. m.&U"floll hun· 
l.mMn. h h '"'P'"'~Iblt" 10 k c.l~n;auc as this ch;apct"r ~m.ain .. uni,luc In JtH.It"fiC I ncr.&· 
litre\'" ( 1), 1. \\ l"'(lll.&tt. \:tf.. Pn1plts ,{Old Tnt.Jmmt Tim('' {O~I~m.l· ( hf~•"-l linn·~ ''ih 

l'r~"'i'• l')~ \I, p. ,,·ml. 



story is known.'"'' "I here is a. Sumerian rexr which mentions ch.u chc whole world 
spoke the s..•mc langua~. but it is undor wh<"lh(:r the text is spc-.alcing of chc past 
or lookins fo~rd tO rhe future. In any case. thc:n: is no mention of judgmenr 
in the Sumerian fc:l« ..... 

Conclusion o n chc ~tancr of Genesis 1- 11 
" Bon1lwing" from ANE Tats 

\Vhat. Lhcn. :..hould we make of the similarities between various ANE rcx1s 
and GenCj.h~ F:1r fi'Om Cenesis "borrowing .. from chese variom. creation ::tnd 
flood mych!l. wh:u Stl'lll40 clear is that Genesis stands ar>:ut in lht.:mc. purpose, 
:uul gmmleu•· from 1hcsc other texts. The rt~lson isl'e.uJily :ll)iJ.trclu : Cene.~is is 
truth as given by tiH: CreatOr himself. ll1e orher AN F. tcxu. in culw rc$ marred by 
ccnturk-s of sin and rebell ion ~l g.-.insr God. h:tve preserved o vestige of rhe u urh 
here and there r.·om wh:tt their :mcesw r.s knew. IF inck't."<l we :1..:ccpc Gcnc~is ns 
rrmh. then ti ll peoples came rrom Adam :uul Eve (;and from No.1h and his f:.un­
ily), Jnd all htld th~ ,:.me hi~wry in the beginning . .. lhesc ANt texts preserve 
clcmcms of Lhc tnuh t.lken from their c:ollec•ivc: memory. 

Genesis 1- ll as Largely Figur:J.th'e 

·lhC' KCond major hermeneutical appro:ad, co Genesis 1- 11 iJ thai this sec­
lion i< no• nl)'lh (i . ..-.. untrue). b01 it is co be t:a:ken almost encircly figur.uiw-1)'. 
not litc..T.tlly. "I hOSt' who take this approach bdicw thac Gen~i~ 1-11 is .1 g<nuinc 
=·da1ion from Cod (lhus differing from the 6rs1 •i>J>roJ<h prcscn1cd •bovc), 
bur it i.s more lake a story or parahle. intending co com·q• throlc>gtC"al rnuh :and 
nothins mote.•"" 

M:any schobr' who hold this position SfalC' that we muM undt:rM:Uld Ccnesill 
1-1 1 through chc fr:1mcwork of rhc ANE milieu. no1 tluout;h our own mc:~lern 
framework. For c:x.tmJ>Ic, Pct('l' Enns stares th~H the Bible .shtutld l~ understood 
in light of the ANE culcural cotuext in which it w .. l<> J.;ivcn. r.uhcr th:Hl our 
mvn.~11 Eam 40 CVl'll cnlls chis sc<"cion "myrh," ddln~:d as "atl ;uldcnt. premodern, 
prcsdcntific w.ty of tid dressing questions of ultimate origins .1nd mc;minf, in the: 
Form or swricll: \X'ho :arc we? \X' hcre do we come fromr·•·• SitK<! Ahr.th:un c:une 
from McliOf}()HHHi.l, Entb argues, ht" 

-i;. Wc:nlwn. ~NNff J-15. p.lJ6. 
-i6. ~ \.anuK"I ~ Kr.tnwf. -'I he- ·&~I ofTongua·: A SumC'n.&n \f:n100,'" }nmrJI •/ tl~ 

Alfh'YNJN 0rNNtJI.Wki)'&R (19{,8): P· 108-111. 
4'"', RK:h.ani Bubt-c.tlk 1h1~ \in\ the' '"esstnri.allr nonlirtr;al 'in\.· hubt-. '"11rul ~Rn.cwm 

on 1hc DuJosUC': Rdta:tton 1."' in 1'hr« \:;,..-., IHf en-,,,.., AJNI Fn!wttM, fd). J.P. 
MOtd.arkl ;and John M.uL ~'tlOlds (Gnnd R.&ptds, Ml; Zunckn.an. 1'199), p. 2S2. 

48. 1\-tt'f I·Jm,,f,,plmtNHf .rlkl INrll,.,.-:tum (Gr.md FUptds. Ml: B~r. 200S), p. 41. 
-i9. Ibid .. p. ~. lhoujth lruh ull,. GC"nai'" 1- 11 "mytk"' h..· dilfu, irum "-hola,-, hold­

ing rhc finr \ i""· ;:inu hc bdin~ thar ir is a gcnuint tt\·..-lonion iwm GoJ. n,~, i, 
wh)·· d~o:•llitl' hh U\t c)f thr l trm "myth.~ h S«nu bo1 ro cl.t.!o!llfy hi' :lllprwch in thi~ 

'('LIUIII, 

Cu.~oPTER s 

... llh.ucd the \\OriLkil'\\. of those whose world he sl1.1rcd .md noc .1 
motlern. Stitncifi~ on<. ~I he reason che ope11ing chapters ofGcnois look 
.so mu,.-h like thl" licc.-r.uurc of ancicm ~ 1csopoc:ami.i is th~• the world' icw 
c.tt<'{t<>rio of the andcn1 Ncar East were ubiquhous and nomut ivc ~~ 
~~~time. , , , God ~lop1a.l Abraham :u 1he fordouher of ;a new JX'Of)lc, 
:and in doing 'Wl lle .tho adopu:d the: mythic ca1c=gorio wichin "hith 
Abr~ham - .and C'\'tf)"'OC dsc -thoughr .... 

Enrh .._ .. mduJt:, th.u it i' . 1 

... fund.uncnc.ll mi~>undcrst:mding of Genesis to c:xpce;t it to :tn\WCI' 

quc.·sdou' gcncr;ucd by n modern worldvicw. st~ch ,1., whc1her che 
da}'S w..:rc literal en• figumrh•c, or whether the:- days or creal ion Colfl 

be lined up whit nlOt.lc m science. oa· " 'htther the Aood wa' loc;ll Ol' 

uni vc•·~.1 l. ~n," quc,tion th,u Cc:ncsi.s is prep:m:d w .unwcr i:o- wltcdw•· 
Yall\vcla. the Cod of lo;r,\d, io; wonhy of wor~d• ip .. .. h j, wht)lly in­
comprdtcn,iblc to chink 1hat thO\ISands of years ago God wcn1ld h,wc 
felt ,omuaitH.:d 10 .)p~;;.ak in a w~r chat would be mc-.J.ningful only to 
\Vestcrncr~ k:\cr.ll thO,l\.,nd years later. To do so borden ou modern, 

\X'ocem .lrrOog.liKC'. 

I •II 

F.m" j, 1\t>t .ak>nc in thi., appn:uch. In lt~ article on '"CwJtion'" John \X'Jiton 
5pCild~ me»t c.)( chc .aniclc di\CU-qing the AXE d<K1.ammt~ r-.11hcr ttun the bibli­
cal {('~{ . II(' \IJIC..~ : 

... ch~: dll"'OI~kJI rnl"\,,lf.e uf the Biblt: was cornmunkJh.-.J to I"'Oplc 
who liH.J in the Jndcnt N~.tr Ea.s.tem world. If wr: dcs.ire to undcntJIHI 
the dacnlugil.tl Olt'\~.1£,C uf the 10:1. we will benefia by J>l.niliuninl; it 
wi1 hin chc world,·ir:w c•f a he :mcicm world ratht:r th.m !limply .lpplyinl:_l, 

I I . '. our own cu wr;t pc.·r~; l>l'CU\'CS. -

. . , nowhere iu 1hc .llldenr Near Easl did people think of uc.Hion pri· 
m.-rily in h.'rllh llf' u111kiug tl1in~. h is only our post· EnlittiHc.·nrucnt, 
\'\'l-stcrn "J}' of thinking rhac focuses so steadfastly .md c:xdll\h'd) on 
phpicJI struuurc .and fomutional hiscory .... lhe origin of m.mcr '' 
wh.aL m•r ..ociety hJ~ uught us is imporum (in<lc..-e<J th.lt rn.Ht<r h Jll 
chc:rc: as). bur we: cJnnot o~fford co be so discr.acu:d hr our culcuul idc;a~. 
MJ.ner "'" noachc concern of the author ofGc:n~is··· 

;;o. lhid .• J'· 'i \. 
'5 I. Ibid .. I'· \\, 
c;l.. John\\ ·.alu•n, "(" •~·.Jiion," lltmtnt<U)'Oftlw Ol.t/Tm.amrtll' l'mt.ttt"Ndt. ',h. I l">l...,m••nd 

Alexandu .md I),., id \\:', Baker (00\\ ner~ GrM\". I L: lnt(l \'.tl'll\. l:UU,,), fl· I \(,, 
"--'· lb1J .. p JC, I Ct.!. 



!.p COMING TO GRIPS WITI I G ll.NI.SIS 

In hi\ contmC"ntaryon Genesis. \Val ton adds, -It is frui tless 10 ask wha1 tbi11gs 
God cre<ucd on day one. for rhc text is not con«-rned about 1Mn,t:S and thtttforr 
will not addrrn itself 10 that question.";.. 

Similarl)'• HO\\:.ard VJ~n ·nu holds th:u Galesis I .,.htJ..,Jd be- rc.xl.u an ·aninic 
poruait,"' .u 3 form of '"storiaJ theology."' an '"o:;~.mpk of somcthmg written in 
the form of Ancicnc NC".lr Eastern anistk liu:·r:uurr .... h j, :a pi«c of Andtm 
i'lc;ar Easrcrn prim~t;.t/ lmtOT'} lhcrarure.-1~ Elsewhere Van Till n1.1ko g l.uge 
di.~linct iou in C:cnc.-sb between primc.."\';11 hisrory (Genesis 1- 11) and p.uriarchaJ 
hi~tory (Gcnc:, j, 12-50). WhcrtaS patriarchal hisrory is drown from remembered 
hi<>Joric;tl or;ll tr.u:lidon. primeval hisrory is '"Hebrew l iu~r:uurc written in lhe 
lircr:u·y rmdidon or .mciem Ncar Easrern cuhures."~• 'The '>IOrk' oi" primeval 
history "'serve n.s 'pack~1~i ng' that conrains lhe mc~~age ccuu <.'IH," r:uhcr limn the 
contcnr irsdf." \'(lllclher dwse stories are 1ruc M no1 

. .. i~ :t \'(l<...,ll'l'n quc.Mion. no1 an :mcicm Easrcrn or Hd.m:w question. 
II shifrs 1he c.·mphasi!i away from rhe he.'trr of 1he m;mcr and directs 
3 11l'ntion 10 p·eripht'r.~ l mancr~. t O m:nters beyond I he ~cope or Lh(' 
n:trr.uh·.: •... ~llu.~ Ctuth ur :a concrcrc: story in ancicnc I Jc·brc·w licer~curc 
dOC\ nol n«css.uily lie in itS specific dct3ils bur r:uh{'r in rhc eternal 
\'Critic-s it illu~11'41C(). '~ 

I htl> • .au.onJmg co chi~ view. cho~ who cxpc:cc to find tnuh In the dct:uls 
ofCcn~is 1-11 AK" n;ai\-c :md pcrh~ps C'\'CO arrog;anc. Rccogni1in~ ch.u Genesis 
1-11 is not incC"ndC'd co be t.lken literally frttS us from a hose oH.nouy problem.s 
- problem~ rh.u (t~ccording to this ''iew) che 10:1 dtk-s not C:\C:n addren. 

An ANE \'(/orldvicw? 

13UI th b view. while it may :tt firs1 sound ap(X!:tling. ~a i l ~ miscmbly when one 
:tCIII:IIly (:.()11\idcn the :trgumcnt~ in :l bir more dcwil. Fi rsr. nnc.l rorciHOSI, chc 

54. jf1hn I I. \'Vnhtlll, Gr,lrJil ('I he NIV Apj)lie;u ion Cumrncm;uy: Gr.-n~f i (.;~J'llk Ml: 
i'.Amdcn•;m, l iWJ I), p. 84. 

55. How;ml J. Van ·nu. " I h.: Fullr Gifted Crc-.uion.fl in 1/mr l't'nt•JI)il Crr.ttum ,,,( E100• 

/miQu, t•-.)\, J. l~ Mord.uuJ ·•nd Jolin ~·brk Rt:)'l'IOids (Grand ltlpid>, Ml: Zondcn·an. 
1 •;c~)),_1l• lOlJ-2: 11 . " lhou~;h I cJi(-:IJ!rt.-c cornpletd)' with Van l rll\ C'tlnelu'!-IOn, 1 otgrt'C' 

.... uh ht• .2nllp1J th:n old emh special crc:uioni"" 2rt '"'in Ilk• t'.t.H'l"Chns.;i}' .t""""rd 
pmiuon tt( .ltlcmptm!liO lnterprtt some of the Gcncsi.' nuuu\t'.~o ptccon.1J dement' 
Cint<"J)lmt'd ,., (I"~ of ~ cn:.arion) .t.s historial pankubn hut undn'- IIM­
nu.-..d\.," ~\11-ol.b'l tmu;-cabk ~ bring, figunth.~. I S<l' no conundn1, lwn for th" 
du.al illf('IJ'ri'U\c "lrl1~ ... (p. 211 ). Urli('r, \';an '110 commmds 1hc- )'OUftS r-.anh spcci.ll 
c~.utOni~• J"'"IIion of Jl leN Ju,.ing ·me merit o( a1ccompcin~ to fOil'"' .1 cOn~tcnt 
imc-rpmhc \lfJI~ in thc t-J.rl) chapters ofGc~J .. (Ibid.). 

1)6. llmurJ J. \'.&.n Till. 11'<1 Ftlunb D.zJ (Grand IUpid~ Ml: F.cn.lm.un. 1986). p. -9-8l. 
)7. I hid .. f'· ~2. 
58. I hid • p. 82.·1U. \'.an '111J «~ndud<'s that th<')' aft' most simil:u to p;amhl"'· · I hough it 

h n~)C II, h..: IJ"cn lilcr.tlt)·· it i'i lo lw.: r.l"<" Krlou~l}'" {Ibid.). 

Bible dainu 10 lk· the JUthoritath·C' \'\ 'ord of God. ll1i~ 111ean,. tluc Coc.J '"llCI · 
in~mdt'd .md Jm,l<.-d "lut \\A.S to be wrinen. To argue that .\lo\4.") or '1\hOl.'Cr 

wrote Gcm::l;i' I II w,a;. w immC'n.c..-d in the ANE world 1h;ar it c.;.ua'C"'d hirn to 

write' in rh(' \U)' of ochc-1 A~E litcr.uure is to dc:-ny tf1e uniqucl~) of tfk: bibli· 
ol ll.'COrd. Ccruinl)· C.cxl ruu/J h.axe dirc:cted M~ 10 wrirc in thh ".1)'. but 
HC" w ;J.S under no o/Jhg.uzo~t lo do so! In f<tet. ironic:llly it is the creJcion .K.count 
1hac "ould hJ-c hod 10 be "'l''"""'ur•lly revealed (" he1h<r p=<d on omlly or 
d in..:-cl} giH·n) 10 !\ to)( . .'.), ..,ju..,c no human \\'aS alin:· co wirn(.";.~ du· JU' of the fir~t 
five d.ly,! \X1h) ,., .. llUic.l God luw used ANE nl)'lhS 10 re''e:tl Hi, truth 10 l\ lu~cs. 
cont.crning thi, uni'JUC t:vcnt? 

'"!he di~u"ion oi ANE li1emrurc under 1hc previous view 'howcd that 
whil<' there :u·c M)I11C ,jmibricie.) herween 1 he biblical n.'<:OI'd in Gc.•uc:,b and 
ANE IH)'dl~, there .tl'c liu· murc.· signific:1m d iA'en:nccs. f.vcn dww wlw wi~h 
ro :;<;'C :1 gn::u dc.ll or ANt·. influence in rhc hiblicJI {CXI ,ldtHit t h.lt tin· hihli· 
cal •·cl:orcl i~,; unique.\'' And chc Lord conrinually td l-. rhc ch ildren of hr.1d in 
the 0 r 1101 to he li ke: .all clu: odl!,.' l' n:trions in rhc:ir worship of oth ... ·r god,, in 
1hd r world,·icw. ;mt.l \0 fonh: they arc unique as a pcoplc. and they "C'rvc ;a 
Cod who alonr i" wonhy of wor"<llip. rrust. :.and obl:dicncc.·. br from follm,·· 
ing the thinking of the.- A \IF. lsrad w;AS told lO rt'j("(."t ic c.;~c<"gori<.ally. In fact. 
rhc biblinl ;au.oum tn Grocsis is so unlike other ANI litcr.uun: th.u m;~.ny 
schola" hold tiiJI chc.· \.f\:,ttion ac.._count is actually a pol~mK .ag..;ain'!ot 1h.: ;\~E 
cn-.:u i<m my•h,." If th~ Jk'r~pc.••c..t i\,. of C.enoi.li 1-11 i.\ \0 c..cuur.ary 10 th.: A~F. 
worldvicw, •h~n why !tlwulc.l we :u..'lmnc tft;u ia w.l'> wriucn JCU)(tling to th.at 
same wmld;.·ic.·w? r\uu.lll). ic \t.mc.l' .1p.m fro m the AN F. worlc.h i~ .. in c."\·cry 
n: ... pc.'Cc, hC'ginning with chc mm1 obvious difference:: thcrc: b only one (~n<l. noc 
many; I k i.; etcrn.ll . no t .1 crcon<'d lx:ing: and l-Ie crl':ttt'd the rL·sc of the'' orld 
in ~10 ordc:l'ly. purJmM:ful ".ty.~>! 

)9. St."t' Gunkd\ C.-.)lllllllllh in nott' 4 o~bo\'\', 
60. S\'t' li u \'!\,1111p l~· dl\' \\ ,UI\lnp :•1pirht fvlluwiug :•ft.:•r \II(' rdif,i(l\1 \ l)l,hiiH'\.tll h1 Jd', 

m·i~hhul'\ in I )\:m l it:') 14. 
61. for C).:tmpk·. "'t Conr ;rJ I h·f1'\. 7/lf' M,.,m;'lf. o[Cff',uilm: r,,,Nil t~ml,\ftNirm \'om1 f' 

(Atlanu: John Knm:, I WI·H. p. ~:-46; John H. Seck. "\\;'hat \a"' the \., r!Jlharc?" m 
1\mr.,iu tif'(·,.,.,,,""'· .-.1 ft.,,, ;no~ J \'.,n Till (Cr~nd Rarid<. Ml• l·('rdm;~n,, l t)IH)), 
p. 111J-J H. \\:';ti!L.e. Gmrus. ~'· -6: li;ucol, "ftolcmk N.:uun.·," I' ~ 1-l) I; Jolm,ton • 
~ccnni' 1-!: \."' I' I 0-1 -'; \hener. "Gcnc:sis 1-2." p. lO-l ~; .1nd \X'cnh.1m, (;,lt'UJ 

J- 1 s. r· "''·· ''· 
lt.!. lhN: nutur Jdfc,,.,,.,., Ju,<' hc.'1."n dio~u""t'd nwrl.' full'\ in elk f'lt'\MIIUt '«IMm. \',m 

Crun•"f.,"'Cft r-•mh '"u ch.iachc .utnnpc 10 dr.r~ OUI lhn~c~.JI .. f.-.h~ from (o4.1W'W1 

1-11 fmm .. nnn~t.-.m.all\ h~SC:onc.altcxt is-, ~'JI'C' or immcd .dl~on~ ('\"'IOU,.­

\\ h1lc Jlkplfh..al ""'fl."-"''~ dr!f" \punu.al uudu from hbtorn. no:ntt, ·c..untUIIfloOfotn 
t':\.l,)."''tt"\ <lfl~ntl'' TH Jr~~ hi•lurk.JI f~l!\ rrum ~ymbofl... m~·th1(~. n:l~loth ,,.," ... ~t, ... h 
h.nr- hnon ~1u~n lrum uriou~ d""'lll)' rdi@.iou.~ p.tg;tll ")lll~l-..." (;, \.tn (,wnutlo;"'"· 
· lmerprd.:auon Hf ( :"n~)b.- jmm1.1/ oft/:J~ Eum~/k,,/71~11JtXt .. d \tkury 1 \ ( l't"O): p. 
11". 



..... CoM INC: TO GRIPS WITH GENESIS 

As nocnl carliC'r. it is noc surprising .at alllhat Ai'\J 1:. myths conuin \'t"Stigcs 
of chc (corrttd biblk;~l account • .since the Bible .SC<H C5 th;u .til civcliJ.ouions CJ.Olc 

from Ad•m (•nd beer. Noah). As Nod Weeks""" simpl)'. "h would b< rach<r 
ridtculorn 10 ;argue:- th.lt God chose to com-cy ccnain thtological truths in terms 
of the Hood ron«r><s alrndy poSS<"SS<d by the~ lcsopo<>mi•n•. Obvioudy boch 
Bible and !)umcri:m traditions mention a Rood because £here was a Rood."'+-' 

Is Genesis I- I leo b< lncerpreced Differencly from Gene•is 12-50! 

A n1.1jor argument of Van 1ill and orhers i.s rhar ~incc Cencc;is 1-1 l is pri­
mevAl hi\1ory. it i~ w be interpreted differently from the •·c~ l ofGencsi~ nnd rhe 
rest of the 0 '1:1"' ln othr.:r words, a unique hermeneUtic should be u.-.cd for d1csc 
chapters, since they tl i'C no1 "history.'"t.s-rhis permits scholars 10 trcou Genesis 1- l l 
figur.u ivd y (or. ns Van Till St:lccs, like a p:u-able), but 1 he rcnuintiCI' of Ccne..,is 
(tht' ~l c.'t:oum.s of Ahralaruu, ls:l:IC. Jacob. and Joseph) as histurir.:nl. 

Unf-(munacdy for this intcrpret:.u ion, such a d istinction bcrwc:cn Ccn<."sis 
1-11 ~nd 12- 50 will not hold up under scrutiny. G<.·ncsis 12 would make little 
scusc by itwlf. without che prepar;uory gcnc-.Uogy gh·cn in \:h.•pu:r I I (where 
Abram. S..r..ai. and Lor .:are firsc i•uroduced). But sint.e Gcnnh I I gh·\.'S the ge­
ne;alog_v o( Shc:m, this connecu it back to the gene-.alogy of dt~ptc:r l 0. 10 the 
Flood xc.:ouru in c.ha.ptcr>li (.-9. and to rhe ~ne:a.logy c)( e:h.1pccr 5. where Noah. 
Slu:m. H.un •• uuJ j.apcth .uc first mentioned. Out si11<C Gcncsh 5 is .a genealogy 
thai bq;in.s whit Ad:am him~f. this ctkes us b:a.ck 10 cite c.:.re:at~n au .. oum in 
Ge.noi~ 1-2 where A<bm is firs1 mc:-ntional! \X'h;n kind ofhcmtcnnnic.tl gym­
nastics will :allow m to t.lkc: Abr.1h2m, fs.""t..""IC. :and Jacob :as hi'itorial pcoplc. but 
no1 Ad.mt. Noah. Shcm. fi:un. and jape1h?"" As Charles M.,.IX"C observes, the 
"mode-rn chcological tfiqinction between primord ial hhtOry :md hisrory as we 
know i1" is "'groundctl ill a false metaphysics of spadaliled thnc . ... \X'hat rhis 
distinction rc-.-.lly implic:s is 1har the primordial hiswry conccivc.-s of :1 diACrtJH 
undcrst.•ndi nt.; of 1 imc chan rhC' conctmporary stqucnrial view: a dist inc1 io1l that 

6J, Noel Wcc&¢;;, '11u:· l lcrmcnculical Problem ofGenNh 1-11," 11vm~lwJ4 ( 1978): p. 
14. 

64. Sl>w.: 111\U \'(/t,'\U:r..n.l!ln. c;mms I Jl. P· 1-; . 
65. ~Jtlly. (\'~II Utu<.4" \X'Jhk \UCCUmbs to (his ugumcm. I hough only ror chc- V\':llifln :&(• 

counc. I ll:' wfitc.s, ""The crc:ui.on account is unlike- w y oc.hcr hiumy. f l1<~1ory ij; t;er\letJJI)' 

hum .. tnhy t«Oundnt; iU OpclkiKO. 'rht Gmnn Crutkm .K"COURt I} not ;a t«Onf o( 

hum.1n hi\U>fy. UntC' no hmtt.;an) ~ pn:::w:nt fOr tht."3C .teo"' {~11. P- -6). I hac ;ugu· 
rntnl \Ui~ nw- .;11. 00(' or thr 'till inc I tm.-.:- hazel. 1he (.c-rK"<i} XU)tlnl " "ht\IOJ}'; not 

loiMpl} hun1oa11 hhU'f)· \\1ty ddinr '"'hisiOf)·· iintpfy in lt1'm\ ofhunun lu,cOf)·. :;~nd 
che-n cb.m1 ch .. u chr c:rntion xcoum is not .. history.~ ~nc:C' hunu.m v.~ noc prt"Smt? 

66. \X~cnn.ann r«og.nb~ the Lmpon;~ncc of th.c ~opo 1.n Gcnnh 1- ll.lle g;~_u•s 
d1.11 U)(; muth memitm h;~) he-con p:~fc.t co crcacion and chc f--.1!1'" 1h..: •tOOnn"' o(G.·n· 
oh I-l l. and 1hr gt"nealogics hne been ignored ((fto,snil 1-11. 2-S). l ie conclude-s;, 
"l'hc S<'Oc.ll("'ti t'S uc- :an dscmi.a) consrituiti\'C' pan of the primC'\'J.I MOl)' :~nd form 1hc 
fr-. .UIIt"\\'Ufk ur ('\'trythms that is narrated in Gen. 1-1 1 .. (p. 6). 
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does not cxbt in the ccxr." Mabee noc.cs tb.r .. as r:,r .t\ the Hdm:w nJrr.Hh c ic; 
cQnttnu .. -d. AJ.un .md ~o .. 1h :are not any lc!':SS auth('mk pcrson.Jgc'( chJn Ahr.ahJrn 
and J.xob. ~I he drC\.t of pl.1cing the former in ;~n Glrlier darunulot;iul fr.unr of 
refe~nce (whkh "C' nu~ rerm mJfiJO!"t,it.:l/) is to domcsticuc thh m;ucriJI under 
3 pi'\"CCnccin"<l fr.IO\C'\\Orlc Jnd rc:ndc.r i1 thc.ologic.tlly impou:nt .... 

SimiiJrlr. l).j.A. Clint."i noccs chac -there is no cbr-cut brc.ak Jt 1hc cnJ of 
the Pc.-ntall-'tKh ••.. llu.' l>tf't.ise lk'1;illl"ling of the Abrahvn ma1crbl - ~nd chcrc· 
wi1 h d tc cunl-h l\tOn c1r thl.' pre~Abr:thamic mate-rial - cannot be dctcnnincd .. .. 
lltcre b .u •-o Jh>int ,, h t't.':tk btl\\ t.:cn primeval and patriarchotl hi\t(U')'- I I: I 0 
(dcsceml.un \ ur~lu.:m) r<:,lHUClo li·om l 0:21- 3 1 (Gmily of Shcm) •• nd i;; dirt'Ctcd 
tow.ud I I :27-jO (Ahr.wn :m d Sarai ).'·~.-, 

'l h<.·r..- .m: cwo OlhCI' )II'Utt ur,ll indic~wrs that Gent~h 1- 11 h co he..· un .. 
tlers•ood iu :a )imil:u· wny to G<.·nl'sis 12-50. Firs1. Ccnt"\i~ 12 IH:yim wid1 :1 

wrm• con~c..""t.:urivc verb. wrtyomt'r (":lnd he said''). indicatinp. th.n wh:u fOIIuw~ i~ 
a com inu.uiou CJf' t h.tptcr 11. IHU .1 nl.ljor break in the n~•nJtivc. ~..: ... ond. it is 
widely Jg.rccd th.u the \trucwrc or the entire bnok i~ h.t~cd 011 ' ""'' plll .l\~ ~'~" 
tOittltJtiJ ("ttu.~ ,Uc the gcn<.·r;.Hions or . . .''or "1hi~ is the hi.\tury ol ... ") lfut 
occurs ten timf:' in Gene .. h.~ 1 Each time this phrase occurs. it n.1rrow., the fOc.:m 
to somc..·thinl_: that h.h .alrc:otdy t,c.cn discussed: the hC"J.vcns and the C".Uth (2:4). 
t\dam ('j: 1). Nwh ((.:9}. chc<on< of:-IOJh ( 10: I). Sloeon (II: I 0). 1\nh ( II :27). 
lslunad (25: 12). b .. c.u. (25: I?). Esau (.lld ). and .Jacob (.r:l). Sin<«ix of Ill<><" 
occurrcnu~ .u-c in Ccnc..•,i;; l-11 .and four occurre-nces arc in Gc..·ncsi~ 12-SO. i1 
seem" cl~r th.at the ..1uthnr imendc-d both X"Ctiun~ to be unden.cooJ in the same 
\\d)'. as~ con~ni,·c hinory.-! Therefore. l1ermeneutiCllly 1here j, no w.uran1 
ror treating Gcnt·\iS 1- 11 diiTcrcntly rrom the: rcsl of I he book. 

6""". Cho~rl f': t-.1.11t«, Rr.Jdm~ Sarrrtl Tr:..-ts 1/mmgiJ Ammmu T:Y1 (i\I.Lw". (,A: Mtht' l 

Unh\·nil)' l're"'. I 1)1} 1 •• ,), R,"" -88. 
68. lloiJ .. p. ~~. 
6'). D .J.A. ( 'liw: ... "'llwnw in C\!11\''i' 1- 11 ."' in l .f.ittulirtl hu.·r;tlliiJIIS llrfim• tf~r Flood: 

All• }flit Nt.trl•itJI~ru. 1/tu;Jry, mul l.illgtdu/r Appm;1rh~1 m Gmt'JiJ 1- 11, <:,h, ltkh:ard 
H''"' .II h i n ..... i\1'1 '\llllliiLl (\X' inon.l Lake. IN: E isc-n br.IUIU. I ~1). p ,lt)~ . 

70. l·.l .. ·h!ll tim~,. if • h~- w~.oml mention ot Es.lu in .}6:9 is indud~"(l. 
71 . 11.-mihon. (rtllnl1, Jl- !--8; \'('t:nham. Gt'U'111 1- 1 ) , p x.,ii, WJII~ 1 1\..u..ct ~•h\C1\'~"' clue 

---nK- r~.:;~l J..'-1 h• 1h(: luu.lr) genu:-. o( this J.ifl:i.:-uJt X\.t1on of ~ripnm· l'" fi.•un,l In cht­

.luthor'_, rc.'\:urr.ns lnmml.a "1h.c generations of whi<h dt'mOII\Ir,uc.• .. /1u m~lliJ.alioll .tnd 
l•u unJ('hc.anJn\~ olthc m;ut'nab. • tui~r. -nx·liu:rtt~ hxm u(( ;cnN~ 1-11 ... in .\h· 
Pmp«ttl,.,..., 1At ()IJ li'f.t.ltr~t7tl, cd. J. B.auon ~~~,..,. ( \\.kU. T X: \\ord. I ''""'0). p. 61 

.,. Z.. '-' ,.("'' \\o~hu (: K.t'"'' Jr .• -1-eptirn:m· Hcuncnnrlio..- in /wmt""), al. Nornun I 
(~t·i..kr ( (,t.;&.nd tur-d,. ~It 7..ondcn:.ln. Pr9). p. 14t;. fJ~hc-n:. IUI'('r malo.<' the 
pcMnt ch.u 1h1~ lineu \in. of histonr is quuc- dilfn"C'nt from dk' ~·..101 ;;~ ,J 1i1Ut'" 

IOund in ANI Uh-tnoklt:lt"-' -It f~o 1hi:-.linc.n ;;;No. nf l'"\t'nl!o .and h.Jirtlnung .. · II"Mmd 
in Gn~·i, I Jl lth.11 .~~w.ally inaugur:uc:s 1hc \'t.'l)" discipline ufhblof'\·: Kai~r. 0/J 
/r,~,mmu /),~ tmt('I/J, Jl. li.\. Sa.- also C.C. Aaldl"I'S. Gmm1. rwl. I ( I ht• Hi hit' '-llll.h.ru \ 
(' ~'mnwnt;~r)·: ( .r..1nJ Rajlid~. M 1: Zondcr\';a_n, 198 I), p. 4-): "'I ht •:mrr<' dt•,i~tn of the 
honk (u((,t·nt·\l\1 imlic..ttc.'!> 1ha11hc positi\'t" mu:m w;,a~o tv 1m·-<:ru .ll..lu.tl hi,lill)," 
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funhcrmorr. if Genesis 1-11 is ro be taken as 3 parable ~nd not ~ his­
lOt)'· 1hcn: should 1M indica1ions in the 1ex1 10 this dfttt. For imu_nce, in the 
l\'T parabln. dthcr IIH" won:l .. (XIrablc:'" is uS«~ or a formub su(.h ~ •.1 cenain 
man .. :or .some ocfxr literary dc=vicc=.-s Btu 1hcf(' :~rc no <ouch c;lc\•ito uX'tl in 
Genesis 1- 11. \X'hile \'('.;ahon's Ratanem that -it is fruidm ro ask wh.u tlmTgJ 
God Crt'Jtt,:d on d;ay one. for the text is nor concerned about thmgt nuy sound 
good. in facr. the: tc"<t of Genesis I is quire: concc::rm:d ahout thingJ: 1hcrc are 22 
thiugr c-reated in Genesis I alone! KaiSC"r OO[C:S that Ccncsi~ 1- 11 ronu.tins 66 
gc..'Ogr.tphic::ll n,ltll\.';), K8 persona) na.mes., 48 generic Jlamcs, and 21 idcmifiablc 
culrural itc:Ol'i ,!iuch :1.~ gold. bdellium. ony-x. bras.~. iron, harp., pipe. ~uH.I ~o fonh. ·.; 
f-Ie observes thou Genesis I 0 alone has five dmes more gcogrnphicl\l tl.lt., 1lmn 
rhar of the cncirc Kown. ·~ ' J'o suggest that Genesis 1-1 1 i~ simply :l p.amblc or 
:;wry :wd i.; no~ ..:onccrncd with things or hisrory has no SUJ>J>OI't wh:uroever in 
1ilc tcxl of th..::.c ' hnptcrs. 

How Did NewT cstamcnt \Vriters Unders-tand Genesis 1- l l? 

Another diflkuhy fo t· those who hold a figurali"c/allcgorical undc.-rst01.nding 
ofCcncsi' 1-11 h the New Test3meor understanding of 1hesc chapte-rs. In other 
words. if Gcn~h 1-11 i$ 10 be: 1;aken non-li1eT:~IIy, daen the: N~v Tcscame:m 
wrircrs should pf'O\•idc imponomr C\·tdcocc for this hermc=nnnial .lJ)proach. In 
fact, lite Ol>p<»atc a_, the t:.l.loC'. 1httc :.tiC' at lc-.uc. 25 Nt'W lt':)t.amcnt p~C"S th.lt 
ref« co Gcnc<iis 1-11 . .and .allr;ake the: account li1er.ally. ~-ion en \On and Minton 
discuss chi.s poinl in dcu_il in their chapu:rs in this '·olumc. Bu1 a brief summ.ary 
is helpful for chc .lrgumcm here. 

~n,c c.rcation Jlt.O~uu is referenced by Jesus in Manhcw 19:4-6 (.tnd the 
p:ar.allel :I(.(.OUIH in Mark 10:6-8). 1his passage is cspcdally signific-.mr since 
j c.."Sus ciccs boch Gcucsb 1:27 and Genesis 2:24 as Scripture.- rh;u is tnuhorir.ttivc 
in settling the ~1ucsticm uf d ivorce. There is no indic1tion th.u He l.lkcs cirher 
1hc crc:•tiun uf man i 11 Gcncsi.s 1 ur the accuunc of 1 he Cl't~:u iuu of E.\'C in Gen .. 
csis 2 :ts :tn :tllcgory or a figure. Paul cites Cent-sis 2:24 (''anti t ht·y bh:tll bc."Corne 
one ll (·~ l t") a;, .nullorh.uivc in his secrion on marriage in Cphc.;iam 5:J I .llld his 
argum..:n1 .1g;tin'c wxu:1l immor:1Jity in J Corinrhi:uu 6:16 ... 1' In a )imibr way. 
1-lcbrewo; 4:4 cite' C('nt")iS 2:2 (Gud rt:Sting on the ieveuch day) J) .&uthoriiJtive 
Scripmre.'"'" 

73. So« chc hdp{UI intmdu..tion tOpM.lbb ~· Rolxn H. ~dn. -·lht Gc-n~ofcht· 1•.1rabl~" 
an 71-K Ow~ t{ jmn' /'.ln:bln. cd. Ridurd K 1-AlCIJ.,~rwoc:-kt" ((.r;aat~.l JUpids. Ml: 
f..ndrnom ... 2000). P- JO-;o. 

-.4, K.tllt'f, ()/J /(lJ.UWNlf:Jon.Jtmt~S, p. 82.. 5cr aka his Oet-fttnl di~UI\WOO 10 ,.lht lllt'f· 
.II) I'"Offll of (~t'nois 1-11.- p. S9-61. 

1s. u,;.J. 
76. Alill IM I Cormthi.IIU 11:8-9 P.tul apl.ains thou lhC' \~Ofn.m Vi;&.\ UC.;tl«< rn)ln dH: 

fn:lll. 

77. Uk(\\•i,c 2 Curiuthi.lll l- 4:6 ~.~~1 th:u G(lc:t .)3id .. ligJlc ,h:.lt \hinc ou1 uf d.arkno.~.- .1 
l"~l"ihlc .• llu~i11n w C-t nc)is 1 ::!-;. 

'47 

'I he account of lhc 1~11 h also rcg<lrded literally by New TcM;uncnt "•ice1'S. 
In 2 Coruuhians II :.1. P.1ul refers to the serpent rempting F'·c by his '-r.lftin~. 
£,·en n'Klrc tc."llin~ is P.aul') di.scussion of the role of woolen and men in I Timo­
thy 2:11-14. In rhi~ J>~...-. Paul gi'es cwo rtiSOns "vh)' a \\Oman should not 
h::we authorhy O\'t'r 11 rn.m: first. '"Ac;b_m was formed fir-..:1. llt<:n E,~- (n-fcrring 
10 Genc:"'i' 2:20-23. '' hkh nau.os clcarh· that £,•c was cr'-ltcd after Ad.mt): .md 

' second. bt.-c;ausc: '"r\d.1m "·b nut det:d\'etl. bu[ the woman bdng dCCCI\'C.'d fell into 
tr.tnsgn:ssion'" (referring In the account of$3tan tempting Eve ill Gene!li' ]: I l j 
- Eve spc:dfic.llly mcntinns being dccc:iv('d by the: ~rpcn1 in Genc'b J: 13). ' 
Another impon.uH p.l'i!.<.1gc i ~ l{om~n" 5:12-14. which 1r.t'-t.'' cite l1<ginninf. of 
sin sp('cific:llly to J\tl.uu. l'xpl:tining lh:H "de~rh rc::igued from Ad:1n1 to ivlo~c~." 
Here, borh i\d.tnl .111d hh: sin arc mentioned . in i11c s:unc phr.1~c .I '\ Mos~:<.. (f 
t\dam wa;: noc hi;:coriC;II, t h~ll wh<tt about Moses?;-, 

C:ain's murdcl'of Abd in Genesis 4 is also mcmionc...-d in the NcwTc:'\t:uncnt. 
l~i rst john 3:12 mcntinuo: C.tin. •·wl10 w:lS of che wich·d one and mur..Jcn.-d his 
bi'Othcr."..;~ Jc~u~~ hin,,c:lf mentions "'1hc blood of Ahd" in Luke I I :51 :~nJ Mat· 
thew 2.k~S when 'IX'Jking of the pf'Ophcts who h;~d hecn kill<d. ll\i\ h :a dc.1r 
refetencc.- to GcnC'Si, 4: 10- II in which the Lord tdls Gin 1h01t hi) brother·~ blood 
cric:s. ou1 IC) 1-fim from the g10und. ' 1 

\'<'hat ~bout thC' ;~cf..ount uf the Flood? Again. dU! NC\\ l~1amcm wrncrs 
ha'-c no doulu of the hio;lorkiryofN"oala or 1lac' Flood. Jous ~)~ 1h-a1 Ill) .K"Cond 
coming \\ill be simil.ar 10 the d.ap of ~oah. wh4;n .. ,hey were c:-;~tins .and drink· 
ing. nurr~·ing .anc.ll!-h·in!! in rn.trri.lg('. until the d2y th;n No:a.h cnccrt:d the Jrk­
(M~u l4:.l7-~~H). \'<' h.u i! nocewonhy here is noc simplr (he reference 10 No.th 
:md 1hC' .ark, hut the dt<t.•ili Jbout marrying - the precise conr('\l of the: HCJofxl 
according co Gcne'h 6:2-4. Tim~ and agaio che New Tcsc:mll'llt writer) refer 
to che dcc:til' (llfl l j u ' l the "t:ultccpt_,-) of GtJh.'Si:. 1- 11. In Luk<> 17:26-27, 
) l'SUS spc:tk'i .~imil:u·ly .1ho u t Noah. l11e ark. and tht' Floud . :uul th('n con tinUl'S 
with th(' <'ll..unplc of l.oc .Uld So{lom and {he Lord's judgn•cnt on SOtlom .tnd 
even on l.ol',.; wil'"..: (Luke 17:28- 29. 32). Again, Noah and the nrk nrc u·c.u cd 
:to; hi,tory in ~he Mille IU.tnnc•· ~•s Lot and Sodom.11' ·I her(' is no hcl'mcncutkal 
dis-tinction II) he nude hctwt'\'n Gc1le~is ~8 a1)d Genesi~ 19 in J~u"' chinking. 

-s. \('t· ;~ l ~n 1h1· , •. (t'll 11< t • in It(·\ d.11 icm 11:1) , .. tht' SNrC""nl deed\ in~ tht" \\hoi(" \\ otlJ (cr. 
IU'\. 10;!- \), 

-'J. So .Jko 1 C.>ruuh1..l1U 1 ';:22· .. ~ in Adam all die. ~· in Cl1rl(;t "ill _.u he nudr ..Jh~. 
1hc clfn;1 .~ th.. 1 .. 11 un U\. • .11110'1 i~ ''l(l'h·"'..n.l c:br~ i.n Rofnlm 8; I'J- 1!. 

80. ~ ~~ J\MJ,· II • Ilk":\ h,,,,- ~"'I'k" in thr v..1~· of C.2in. run r,nalil~· tn d'K" crru1 uf 8.11· 
W.m l~tf J'lfOfil. 01nd ~~ri .. h..'tl in the.- n-bdlion of IV;)r.Jh.* Cain rs rqt;~nlnl .n h,\tOflU_I. 
jtt\1lil.4.· 1\d.un\ .1mliY)f..h . 

81. ~ Jl") lfcbr~' l.t! ... 
H!. So ll~ John \'( \'(f:nh.&.m. "ChrN'5 \'tc:v. .,f !x.-riptun·.'" in /nrm.tnc). cd. ~orm.an 

(~t,l<r (( .r.md R.tf)ith. ~II: /nmltn.an. I {)NO) . p. {). \\ 'cnh.'im\ cnt1rc 11"\\,l\ n- c:-ll:,;el-­

l~m •. " i .. lht lflllu"ing "'.t} in 1hcsamt""book Edwin A Ilium. ·1h~ J\11<)\fk··.' \'i~'\\ 
uf!-icripnm:: p. N- Ci \. 
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Peu:r ,imilarly 'J>cak. .. orNo.alr and the Flood in 1 Peccr 3:20. 2 l,crcr 2:5. and 
2 l'ctcr 3:5-6. 

In I he src~ll ch~pu:r on f;tith. lhe Wrilcr 10 rht- Hebrews hegins b)' s.pc.aking 
ofC()(I creating chc world (Gen. 1). then meruions Ahel"s beutr QC.rificc than 
Cain• (>nor her "dco•ir from Gen. 4:3-7). Enoch oong ukcn by Cod and nor 
sc.-eing death bpt'Cifically quocing GC'n. 5:24). ami No:rh\ failh in building 1hc: 
ark (Ucb. 11:3-7). In ohc following vcrsco he pcaiscs ohc faioh o( Abmhm1. 
Sarah. (~,ac. )•cob, jo,.,ph, Moses, Rahab. the judges, David, ~Jmud. md the 
pror,hcu (Hcb. I I :8-32). How can we rake the people .and C'\'Cilt) in vencs 8-32 
:rs hi.;toric.!l. btu not rhok meruioned in vet$CS 3-7? 1 he writer to rhe Hchrews 
sees the c111irc Old 1C.•a.ultcnl :as hisw ric:11ly :lCCHF.Itc. 

l~inally. :1s men I ionc.:tl earl ier, ir is import:uu ro rcmcrnhcr 1 hac Genesis 1-11 
is not simply :1bou 1 cl1e crca1.ion. (he Fall, t~nd (he FloO<I: h ind ut!c-: extensive 
gC'n(·alogit:.;.11 ' J\nd 1.hc gcnc.'.Ol.logy of jesus in Luke 3:23-.}8 ends wich 20 names 
rakcn from Gcn<.')is 1-1 1 Clh ah to Adam). rakcn as hi.;-toriCll pcrson5 along 
wirh che first 55 n~mes mentioned Ln the ger1ealogy."' How can one decide Lhat 
I he$( fin;tl 20 ll:JillO wert pJrt or.._prime..':.ll history" and noc historiol. bu1 1he 
o1hcr )5 names arc hhrorical? Such :m approach simply d~ 1101 m:tke .lomloC'. It 
is more consi«cnl (wlth \'(l'dlh:nuen :and some cricial Khobrs) 10 \•icw a// of the 
l)cntateuch as non·hi)torK:al 1hm to sec: only Gcncsis 1-11 .u non·historKal. 
lhc:y must be t;akcn t~orcchc:r. since: thC'l'C is ab5olurdy no indtauon ch;u chc New 
Tcsramcnt write" <;aw it ;my other way . .n 

In an JUempt 10 get around thc dear C\idcncc rhar che New ICn.uncm 
wri1er) \'iew Genc.-sb 1- 11 a.s historical~ some scholars bclic...,·c tluc Jesus. J>olUJ. 
Pc1er, .md ochtr N'-•w T~c::w&cnl writerS simply accommod.ucd their tt:t<..hings 
ro che vic:W'i of the pc._·uplt: of tl1c day.$6 Bm rh;n pn.si1ion h mHcnahlc. Fir11t. in 
C\'cry case mcnlioncd ''bovc. Jesus. P.ml, Pcrer, t~nd the writer of 1hc Hebn.·w) 
brought up lhc p.u~.agcs in Genesis w v:Jiida(e (heir poim. 'I here \V:LS no IU.."Cd 
for j tsu.; to cite Cenc.o;i~ I :md 2 in His d i$Cussion :thnnt d ivorce. hm He <lid. 
' I here W:IS no llt'Cd rur Jesus to .spc.1k of Noah t~nd 111(• l~lc)Od in d i-:cussing His 
St'Cond coming. hut lie did. ~, here was no nttd for Paul co sp<.>:tk of Lhc crtation 
of E\'<.> (rom Ad:un 10 "cl'ify his position on headsh ip. hut he did. Such .tllq:;cd 

Itt St-.:- \\:'('{IC1l'll1rm \ conunent about thc- importancc- of the gcnc-Jiot;Ko:~ in Genoi~ 1-11 
(dtt'd 1n note: 66 ..tbm""t"}, 

84. l:.noch iloalw mcntic.nte'd ~ "~ SC\'<'nth from ;\da.m· in Jud~ l·t, tltu, n·rif;·mtt th<­
gcnaloto o( (.t"r.Nl s-: I 18. 

s;. \'.an <--:.roninp:"n t.Pdl nnptw;us 1ht imporunct of cht ~ Tnc.amcnt "''IK'U in 
d'C" inrr-rptn.ac Mm of Genesis: •J f 1ht NewT oumenr \\ ritt" ur prorcrf)- c.:onwdtrul 
.n in\"pucd \\l'hcn • .u- chn- indttd :t«. their oomidc:n1ion of Cmn.is .u md.n10n ol 
hiSiotk-.al omu .n "'l'll .u fxu. mun b<o XCC'J'Cn.l .md fol"-"td (wlnccT(K'ctltk:m of 
<-~n",j"' .. ,,, 21 S). 

H(~.. hu C"J(.unplc:, II. R. ~r. A/)(1,__.,. tiN &mid 7ht- Bib/~ amllu l.lltm ((ounJ R.1.pidJ, M I; 
Ecnlm.uH, 1 1}7~). p. lJ~. IIOC'r wril($! ~Jesus ag;tin and .l~;~in JCCnmmod.uc:d hamsdf 
10 c-xiHins hdicf~ whic-h we: no long('r accC'pt."' 

acconunod:u ion on the pan of 1\:cw 1Csumcm writers is no1 consistcl11 with 
the doccrinc of it\CI'uru..y. And act":ommO<btion on the parr of Jt')tU i~ doubly 
problcm:uk- no1 onh· in rcnns ofincma.ncr btu also in tcmt~ ofJ~m:· iruq;ri.-,­
and sinlcssncss. hmhcrmon:. Jesus did not hcsirntc 10 correc1 rhc wrong ,-iCW) of 
rhc: cia)'·*· In f.--xc. fin· time._" in the Sc:mton on rht' t\lount. jc.";)U'i dF.I"" .a c;_oncr.-.st 
bctwcrn "h;u the n:ligious ~.1dc:n of the day wc-rc .saying (~You h;wc hC'"01rd ch.tt 
it was said'") an~ v.hat l lc 1aught ("but I sayl."' As one\\ rilt'r llol.lU.") t..oncc:rning 
jesus' statement' :about chc Old Testament ... lhcy form together ,a great 3\';l~ 
bnche of uunul.u ive c._•vidcncc that cannot honestly be c.."\':'ldcd.""'• Cll"lrly. j<.-;sus 
and the Apm dc..•, 3-I.W Gcnc:sb 1- 11 as historical fitct, not im.mrc~,.l "J.Mt..ka!ting'" 
of 1 heolngi<.: .. 1l tru 1 h.'"1 

Genesis 1- 11 as P~trt ly Figumt ivc 

~l ht 1hird hernlem·utic:al appro:'lch ro Genesis 1- 11 is dt:'lt il j, not cn1ircly 
mydric:al or ligur.u ivc. b ut nm enti rely lircr:tl ci1hc:r. Sdc(..( JlOI'Cicm' ,1rc tu he 
takcn hgur.Hivcly.''1 ' llrc ·•pproachcs rakcn here vary widely. hu1 :tc wt ,full '-CC. 

they share a eommon thrc;;td. A fcw samplc opinions follow. 
John StC'k ~ b..t'ic conccpwal affinitie-s with ANE cosmologi~. and view" 

Genesi~ 1-2 J) ,, polcmk a~ittSI A~E mythic theologies. · Genesis 1:1 2:.l 
sen·es ·'" th.: llroioguc- 10 IlK' rest or the Pcnr.ncuch. The: nunncr ;and fclml of 
thc CfC31ion account in Gt"ncsu I: 1-2:3 bdong 10 -thc mcu.phorial charxtcr 
of the prcsc-nt.ltion ..... ' ~lllf J.I}S arc regular days. bu1 11\e} at(' no1 co be t.tkcn 
lirer.tllv: 

In hi~ scor}·ing of GodS crcati\'C ;tCIS, rhe author wa~ "mO\c.•d'" 10 
scqu('n(c.• fhcm Jficr the n1.1nncrofhuman acts :'lnd ··time .. thc.•m ,lftcr the 
pauern of l rt".ucd ti me in humaniry") arena of cxptricnce. Suda \CC.Illelh .. · 

inp. and d.uiup. bdOIIft<.-d i ntc~r:liJ}' t O the whole f..bric o( hi\ :ICCOlHH 

{lite lwavcnly King LOnun:tnd ing Iris realm imo exis1encc .and ordering 
i1-: intcm,ll ,,fiJ i!'.)) , whcrch)' llc made imaginahlc lht uu imaginahlc."'1 

--
H7. A~o lnhn \Vc.·nh.uu '' 1) I) uh~t·rv~. "l ie did not .show l linndf unclul)' \C"IHilive :tbmu 

unllr nninin~ cuncm belicf•t ("Christ ·s View ofScripturc-," p. 14). 
88. \taulll"W ~:2 1 -22 . .!7-.!S. J ~-.H. 38-J9. 4.-l-44. 
R9. \\:'~·nh;un. "( hrhc', \ 'ic" of\(-npwrt': p 29. 
90. h is~ 1hJ.t .... ~n•r c\.;u1f.clK-o~l amhors p;~y so link il!tt .... ntion tCl Jt.,.U\ '1t'W ul ( ;C'nt.-•i~ 

I 11 . hn nam1'~<1C'. nuc Oil(" of the p.nsa!.-n ciu.-d ,.tJ,."'·<' j, dt-.c.u~""'l m l't·tt 1 I· nn,· 
hnul, ln•ttrvn•• .ttNI lmJntJI,.N. ij&Kk- 14 j, mt•1ui.l.w1nl, but in ;an nmrd~ tlitf"t·ruu 
Ulntt"\C.) 

91. lhll \in\ i\ ulbl l'}o Rteh.ud Bubr the -CSSC'nli.all~· fittr.al ,n ". choup. t.ron~ 1-.\ 
"~tcncuJh· ha,tnrt.. .. l. u "",ano~' lOr 6~ur;nn<" nonlncnl dncnprcKm~ co ot.-un In the 

I'"''· I~· 'mt'h"'" '' •~n lvrmonl.:~-xrht littr.al biblic..:allt"'' ~ich "'-"'""''''.._ .br•rc"~' .. 
( fin.:al Rc:tfnchm,," I'· .!:~1-~2). 

92. 54-d,, -\'('h.ac l,.tn chc "'-npwrc?- p. 2.!~13 I. 

93. lb1d .• p . .!3' .!J"' 
'H. lhid·• l'· .!,J'" l.ll'l, 
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'll1c <tuchor used a ~·en~day period because -chroug_hou1 chc ancicm Ncar 
E.asr the number '<''C» IMd kmg gn·ed 2$ the prirn~ry nurnerial symbol of 
fullncss/complol<ncss/pcrfcnion. and me S<\"Cn-doy cycle "'"an old and wdl­
esublishcd oonvcmion.~lhus. Sce:k's approach is similar co V;~n lill's (discu.sscd 
above). but Sctk limiu this hermeneutical approach co Gt"nc:sb 1: 1-2:3. 

John Collins holds tl1.1c cl1c: genre of Genesis I: 1-2:3 j, .. exllu.'\1 prose n;u .. 
rative"': "by calling it cxahcd, we arc recognizing thar ..• we nu~t not im~ 
a 'litcr.lliscic' hermeneutic on che rexr."'\)6 So the days of Genesis I arc not robe 
1~1kcn liremlly. but rmhcr analogically: .. the: d:tys are Cod'~~o workd;tys. chdr lcngrh 
is neithC"r specified nor imporcam. and not everything in the: ;account ncc._'tiS It) 
ltt! 1:1kcn :,,, his10ricnlly scquenriaL"'Y' 

Cordun \XIcnh:un holds that 1 he days oi'Genesis arc liu:ornl. 24-hour periods. 
bur bemuse of chc "liu·mry n ;al u re of Genesis J ." dm:ua(llogical ~oCtJU~ncc is not 
the narr:nor's concc::rn.~ \XIt:nh:un gives (()ur rc:asom fcu llis non-litctitl view, 
First, 1 here arc v;Hious literary devices used in the ch:tptcr the "tix·day M.hcma," 
"repeating fc)nnuiJt'. Lhc tcndcncy ro group words and phra(cs into ten-: .tnd M."V­

cns. lilcmry t~.xhnitlues suLh as dtiasrn and inclusio. the ;unn~<'lllC!ll of creative 
acrs imo matching grouJX. and so Qn.-t'J Second. C!'\-ening and morning :.ppcar 
thrct' d~)'S before the: .sun and moon. Third. Genesis I '"st.tnds ouuidc clu.- mJin 
historical outline ofGcnesi.s .. (the roiNJo.riJS). So it is .... n 0\'c-nurc to the rest of 
the SIOr) Jnd chcrcfon- dOQ not Stand foursquare wi1h 1hc n.~t ofGcttois. co be 
imc-rpmcd QCCording to precisely 1he 5:lmc crircri;~.'"11)) Fin:~lly. '";~II bnglL"l(,'C :about 
God is :uulogial,'" so we need not assume that "'his wcrk's work w.u nt"'CC:SYrily 
.accornplish<d in 144 hours ... 104 

Vietor H~milton simil.trly holds that JOin ('"da)•") in Gcnc'li\ I shoul"l be 
t:tkcu litc:r::~lly .b a 1:4·hour day. However. a "lirernry re:tdi ng'" pl.lcc~; the crc.:.uion 
story in hs hhmric.tl ct.nHcxt. alC :tn altern;uive w the ANE worldvicw. So t.hc 
term .. day" should not he understood : t,<; .. :1 chronolugic.ll .u:count or ltow many 
ho urs Cotl i twe~tcd iu his creal ing project. but :.s :au :au:a lo~y of <._;od'~ crcttcivc 
~ICtivity." ll)/ SimihHiy. \'(/, Robcn Godfrey agrtts rh::at I he d:'Y" orGctH.:~ i o: 1 "nrc 
ordin;ary, tWCIU)'• fc iUI' h(hll' days," bur tht}' art tO be tcg:lrdtd aS "n 1110dd ror 
our working. 1101 .1s ,1 1 irne ~chNuJe thar God fo llowtd .... ' I he d:lys .arc :~ctual 

for'-'" but figur.nivc for G(xl.-11'' Derek Kidne-r likewise scc1ns tO rake the da)l) as 

?5. lhi.d .. I'· l.l9. 
96. C. John Colfint., Grnnu 1--1: A Lmgu1.1ttr, Utmr? 11ruf IIW"/Itttntl C'Aurn«IIU'f (Phil· 

.. .,.. .. ~ NJ: I'.!<R. li)()(,). JI. 4-1. 
9'. lb.J .. •• 121 
98. \\('ntum. Ci-tNJu 1-15. p. l'J. 
')9. Ibid •• p. J'l. 

100. J~;d .• p. 40. 
101. ·~·d. 
l02. J-l,,mihun. (ifom•w. p. )J-5(•. 
I OJ. \\; , Ritl1('rl (:udrn:)'• GtNI; l~uurnfor Cwntion: A CotvrJ.IIIIdl R,.tdmttJff,'m~m I Cl'hil­

lill\buflt. NJ: I'& It J.oo.n. p. 90. 

CIIAI'TILR s l j l 

literal days of J \\t't-k. bu1 it i' .. phc:nomcnologicaJ langu.1gc .. (like our mvn calk 
of .... unri~ '") "hic.h "'wrm JJ;t'S ioto dJ)'S. .. God chus makes c.oncCltsiom to m in 
language 1h<11 \\'\' mJy undeQ.tand. 1\:idncr condud~ 11l.31 .. it j, onlr txod.amry 
1h:u \\ould t.JU.:&n-d "1th t<'rms thou simplil}r in order co dari~·."' "' 

Flrl.lll)'. 1\nu.:c \X'.thkc <~l\0 ' 'ic:ws the si'( d.-...~-s ofC.t!tt~i' l .b "'om c"<nt}··four 
hour d;ey'i ... hut then he .ul<l\ th.3t they :ue .. meuphorictl rcpr<'\('nutioni of .1 

rc:;tlil}' hcvontl hunun ~,;omprchension :and imir:nion ... 1 \V.1hkc hc:lk·vt·~ cJ1.tt 
a non~litc-r.1l ''it''' h .. COI1\i.stcm with th<.· text's emphasis on fh('ologkal. r.uftcr 
th-an scictHiflc, '''uc.·,\." ·•· \'(1.tltkc.· gjvcs si~ reasons fnr not viewing the crc.uion 
accounc :b "11rr.li~IH I'Orw.tr..l . ~<.-qucnti.ll his tor)'.": .. - Hrsr. r<."::di ng ir t hi' w.ty ere~ 
aces nn im .. ·~,.c)udbhlc cumr~tdinion bcrwc('n .. rh(' pi'Oioguc o( Gcm:~i .. :md chc 
supplemcrual <..n::uion acwunt in Genesis 2:4- 25,"' sine(· :tcconli ng w G<"n~sis 
2 God phtntt•ti n gnrdcn, c.nto;cd trL"'CS co grow. and formed 1ltc birth .tml .tuimals 
in betwctn Cl'<."ouin~ the m.m ::~nd the woman. Second,:~ st r;tight({,rw:u•tl n.·.ul# 
int:;ofGcnc~i .. 1:4 .md 14 "' l ~.lJs ro rhc incompatible notion, ch:tt chc 'un w.ts 
cre:ucd on th(• fir, l d.ay .tnJ ag.1in on the founh day."11111 ' lhit·J. \XIaltkc <.·xpLtins 

1 hJt du: .ttHhllr\~,;onu: t n b .. not ~oLientific or hi~torical hue chl'olop.i'-.11 and indi­
rcclly polemical Jg;tin't P·•&o~n mpho1ogies."1"" Founh. \\:'altkc: c)h-.cno th:11 che 
-symmetrkal n;trturc of the M:coum" indicates irs non-lircnl na1urc.11 \'\ ';ah kc 
M.OO 1l1c: ~h~"' n~o·.ul~ dh·id~o-d inco c''o criads of chrtt days: chc chings cn:-;.accd in 
rhc S<"C<md chrce d.1y' rule c)\-n rhc cull"'f>>nding rootm:e-. uc-Jr~o-d in the firs1 

chn-e du~. 111 Fihh. \\ Jhkc nuco tl1.11 tl1e u.~ of the "'widd) :tllt.'\1\.'tl "'-... cn·d.1y 

104. O..:rck l\hlnC'r, (;,,,~ A11 hrrrwlr~a14m '"ul U1Ntr~Aid1J C hndalc: Old ll.',t.unuu 
ComnK"nUr.oe': l'hl\\I'I>Cr'GAJ\~. IL: lnu:r\'ar')iry. !?(·-·· f•. )(~ ).~ 

10). \'<:thL .... ~ lhc ( i~~o:ru) c~""'cJfGt. noe,i•. C.h:.p•<·r Om.·." r.--,u l"' (l•.r) l): p H. 
l t)(l. \\'ahl;l. (mm"· l' 61. 
I 07. lmlrl·o,l. \X',tlt lo.t• infiu nh II ' 1 h.11 •he lc-\t is "'bt."gging us not ro rc.1d it m thl'\ w.u "' (" tn· 

~·r;.t)' Ct'l \h'," I'• (.). \X',thkc gh•Co\ 1lm•c reasons in .. Litcury C ulfc" ami ;~not her thn.."t 
tc--.l\lllh In t:mnls, I h,t\'t' ...-:wnbincd dtc:m here. 

IU8. W.thke, "llter.u r(;~,m\' ... 1' · 7. 
109. W'J.Itkt•, (,'rwrli,, p "'(,. 

110. Ibid .. p. ""(• "'7 
Ill . lhid .. p. "· I hi• 1' iu ('\'4'th:c· tlw f, .um·w•)rl.. h)lHUiw,.i,,, fi,,, JUn110'-"'i b)' the Omch 

1 lwulu~.ut A Itt' ;-.,;lkUJII..ij in hi~ \\vrk G.dJ U~rJ rr1 t/t"Y I 'rtm-r-u ( ,riHt,f!"'ilt, fllihlt\ltt:•l 

m 191-i. An 111f:lt•.h tl.tn•l.ltion of moth of h~ wurk j , gi,c·n in 1\. II . R~ldr-thtl\. Is 
/I'(Tf' r1 Cttmjftrl Jim • .,y, (n-""'i' I ""J S'atN.r.zl SriM~r! (C.~r...t R.l!11iol,, .\II: l.trdm .. uu. 
J')\ ... 1. Ilk• fr.am.,"\t,,~ h~l)()lhtsi' h..u m~n~· .ld\OOIC'S. in...ludin~ \krnlub J\hnC' 
lkuu\4' h ll.ad !'m RAined.- U'7] 10 U9SS): p. 146-S": ~l.ul D. I uutu, -~~.lU\€ 

h I r..J IUinal; .-\ \cu~h of Gt:n. !:S--... wnh lmphc-.. mons fOr (_~ l=·• 1Ci .md ( ~n 
I= 1-!: l,. "'"!J (,Cl CI'N~): p. 1-21; l« ln:ms ""·hh \lm:dnh J\lmc. - It~: h.u1w"''"'l 
\""~.- tn ll.;l\ ,J ll.at-•upi..ln. c:-tl.. ll'lr(.-niJ Drb.ttr: 11tm· I usn•n tlv (J.i)J.fC"trJIIH 

I Mi-.~H•n \'k1t•. ( \ : ( tU\ . .!OIH). p. 2F-25)): I fcnri mochcr./nt/v f"xumurx: 1/v 
Opnw'.( Ovptm tJj'(H'N"b (("N\qlcrs Cro\e, ll: lntct\'arsi(). l'JH 1): \\ '.tltL.c:-. (~,mJ. 
p. SS-<i9,., .'-":"H, ff.muhon. GcwoiJ. r. -; . ._ 5& \"X,'enh.tm. (/rnrJiJ f. lS.J'· N ·40; \ 1.uk 
·nw) IH\'CII, "'Ak che I \t<ut!> in 1he Ge-ne~ is Ctc-.tdon Accuum ~('I hmh iu ( hiiiiiOit~f.io.. .• •l 
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typology .. of the ANb &howJlh;n the n:ur.nor is using a iolef<OI)'lliul formula that 
is ooc intrndcd to be: t~cn literally. m Finally. \V'altkc suces th::u .. 1hc bngu;ase of 
oor creation narrJm-c is figurative. anthropomorphic. noc pbin: Cod lispt-"(1 so 
rkn hr.1d 'ould mirn< him. working six dars and rc:s-ung rhc 51:\'t'nth."'"' - lbc 
wriccr's \r,unagc point i\ with God in His J,o,enly courr.•m 

A Sped:alllcmumcutic for Genesis I? 

It 11hnuld be noted dut all of che scholars mentioned abo,·c would hold to 
1hc e..'~nti.1l hi.scoridt)' of Genesis 3-11. ln face. mosr would :argue dun ,111 of 
Gcne'h J-1 1 be: 1.1kcn l ilcr~llly. ·n, us their vicwpoilll is nor the ~:m1c as those 
who view all \)f Gcncsis 1-J l :LS a stol'y or par.'tblc (view 2 mcnrionc..J above). 
1 hcir pi'OhlcnlS :u·c prim:u-ily wirh Genesis l. So rhe fi ,·st question w be .asked 
is. hcrmcnculiC:llly should Genesis I (or. mme precisely. GcnclliS 1:1- 2:3) be 
separated from 1 he rest of Genesis? That is wlla1 Stek hold;; (~111d dills ju~tifies 
his non·l i tl'l~l l read in~ orGcnc:sis I: l-2:3). ca.ll ing it a "'p,·ologuc" co chc ~~ vf 
Gene~ok 11' \'V'cnh.un likev.!isc holds that sinct Genes-is I i" ourside chc tolrrloth 
oudinc. i1 i' :m "'ovt:llUrc .. co the resc of dle S(Of)'. and thus doc_)n't ncxd to be 
inccrprctod the ,Jruc w.ly.m· 

Ycc then· i~ no J, ... sis for separating Gt"nesis 1:1-2:3 from the rest of the 
book. b·cn \X'altkc. while also calling Genesis I: 1-2:.1 a prologue, acknowkdg<> 
th;ac it is clc.lrl}' linked U) Ill(" mnaining f«tj()fU: "'11~ 3Uihor or Gt'OCSIS links 
this prologue 10 the rest of his book strucmn-d about 1en hhcork-;a_l :I((..Oums by 
dnrly hoking it wirh his firJt two accounES. The liru :accoum . , , (2:4-4:26) 
is unmistakably cot~plc:d with the prologue by the addition. 'whc:n the Lord 
God matle 1hc l-anh .and the heavens.' .. ,~"" lnd<."«<. each or chc rolttfmhs cJrrie..<il 

on dte 111nry of .a subject mcmioncd in the preceding nccounrm So. commry 
ro \'\lenh.un, tl1..: fit:~ l toll'tlotlJ in Genesis 2:4 is linked to Ccnc.-sh I in the .s.~mc 
w.l)' rh:u 1hc .\t.:~;.omi JOil'tloriJ in Genesis 5: I is linked co 1h<.· :ICCO\mt of Ad{lm 
in Ccne'iis 1-4. "I he ~unc p:u1<.'1'n is St..'<'n ir1 rhe ocher rolrtlotiJJ. 'I hose who seck 
co scp;~mrc Ccncsi$ 1:1-2:3 frmn rhe rt:~r ()fGt•ucsis 1"3il as rui,c 1~1b ly .Ls those 
who seck to scp;m 11c Genesis 1-1 1 from the rest of dtt.• houk. 14, g.h•c just one 
example mcnt iont'tl c.1riicr. Jesus did nor distinguish hetwccn Gencsil. I anJ 2 

O rJe1? Nu." in liN" (Nnoi.J DNNtU: P~nismu Q,6titms 11b.Jil Cmuhm ami tl~ J.lxxi. 
...1. !Would h Youn~hlood (G=d R.p;ds, Ml: S..kcr, 1990) p. 36 SS: •nd GodfO'<)·, 
("Mi /~"""'· p. 8~90. 

112. Ibod .• p "6-n. 
I U. W:ahkc-, · tun.uy (jmf'l': p. 8. 
114 ~~hl..c, '"lu<roary ~ln."'.• p. - . 1hc bn~ is anthropomotf,.UC, rt"pfOC"nung God 

in hmrun drc'M." (lbid.. p. ~). 
11 5. Sc:d... \Out ~~.., the Scrip1ure· p. 141 . 
116. W'tnh.o~m, Wnnu 1-15. p. 40. 
117. w.,hke. "I ilcr.uy ~nrc: p. 6. 
I 18. 1\ndrc" t\ulik~>tr\k} . .. t\ Crilique ot the literary Framework \'ic:v. o( •he D~)'l vf Crc· 

:lrinn," (unpubl.shcJ p.1per for Louisi~na &ptisc Unh-eniry. Jufr 21'1. 200 I), p. 15. 

Cl-tAl'TER j I I) 

wften ht> c.auott..-d from both ch<lplcrs in answering the quc-s:ti<ln about c.lhutt:e 
(Mon. I <):4-(,; ,\1arl< I O:(J-8). 

Is Genesis l a Scpar.ue Gcnrt"? 

~ bny woulcl .u~tuc th.1t Gcne)is I should ~ ~·ie\'ed non·litcrJII)-bccoau.sc it 
is a SC('ar."IIC (;<.'fln: from the ~t of the book. This ;ngumeru j, 31 Ollt(' s.tcrningly 
more M)phbti(,.Jtcd <~ .. hJt l:.ym.an wouJd dispute: •his d.--.im, nne hdng .u ,1\\,tn: of 
~·:a riou~ geniC), Cit.?} .uuJ more dusi,·c. since in f.u::t J scpar.nc gc:nrc fo r Gc:ltt..'":)b I 
i' <liHiwh tO dt•mon:'l.tratt.'. Indeed, ~1mong those who v·icw Ccntii~ I ,,~ ·• <i:cpJr.llc 
genre, tlu:rc h linl ~,.· un.mimi cy ~1s co its prccisc: dassificacio n.11 '' 

Som<.' ' '-'C." C..:nc,b I .b poetic:.* .!I' \X'cnham calls it ~l "' hymn.'"ll' If' Gcnc~i' 

I was po l."l ic, thl'n unc would cxpt..-cl 10 (JbM:rve 1H:IJ\y figur:tt ivc cxprc-Mions in 
1 he r<.·xr. Btu even \'v.1h kc rejects the dassif-ic.::u ion tlf Ccnc-'i~ 1 :t~ n p(){·m or tt 
hymn: " I~ it tt ll)•run? Hardly. for dtc pocdc mode, d1c 1 ing.uhd~.: con,·cntiun'i:, 
and dm:nlo~ic.11 wn~: c•fkn0\\'11 :1ncie1H Near E~ts<t l'll hymns ar<.· notnhly .tb\t·nt 
in Gcnc'i" 1."'1n Gunkel. whn viewed 1he genre of Genesis alii "legend."' \l<tlCS 

thal apan fronl Gcnc~h 49 ... all th:u the book com:.im b pro..c in fcmn:· H h 
is tlO( \\linen using llcbrcw pMalldism, bm r;nher dte norrnal1m'...e ~u ucwrc. 
The (OJUrn.t bc.·t\\t:cn it ~md ~ ~C"nuindy poc:-tk passage thJt cdchr.no Gocfs 
crt"ation. such J( l"\.1lm 10·-L is striking. Psalm IC}I is :a portic dnrripc;on of til<' 
crt'3lion: <.~c.'flC":I~ I i' not. ;:• 

'The inl'1Ufublc umduo;ion is that Gcnc:sis I i~ n.--.rfldvc prose. Fvcn \X~t.-s-­
cc:nn:mn .agrt."' llut (;cncsis I: 1-2:4 "'is a namuh·e,'"•h Collim call~ it ·c'C..ahetl 
pre~ n.arr:uiw:," .ltkno\\1.;.-..i~ing that il is not poetry, and thac .. ~,c ;art" tlc.tlin~ 
with pro~c rurr.ui\'C ... )'t:t crying still to maimain chc possibilirr of a non4 li1cml 
hcrmc:ncltfk.1:-t. 1 h011tth ,ltkiH)wledt;ing that Genesis I is n.trrati\'<.'. \\1,1l tkc then 
cond mk' 1 h.u 1 he ttcnrc: b ... , litcrary·:mistic rcprcs..:IH~Hion of the c rc.1riu n"-

I 1'). $l'C Johl\ $. fc:inl ~+e r!:=-·1. cxcdk•m :.umnt;uy of the \ \lfiOu $ \"kW!> •m th<.· littl.lf)' ~llll~.-" 
•)f Gene~!, I In hi!> N" 011r Lil.¥11im: "1/•r Orl(tmrr f{f~/ (Wiw.au)n, I 1.: Cw~•w,ty. 
2001), p. S74-S7H. 

120. f:or l"UrnJ•I ~·. \\'Jh\·r 1\ ruq~~·m.um. (;mf'Ji.J: A llihlr Gnnmmwry fOr H.ulmtJ!. mul 
/lrt-ar/111~( (Ad:uu.;~ . (~A: j11hn 1\ no\. I'Jft:!). p. ~(.-lS. Sr~ .ll~o~l Anwld, H;f'tnmttmJg 
riY" IJ~l· r{l ,,.m·,it, :! \: "' Jr, c.-~.acc.'J nyk- i< tnl')fe like- l'l('oel l'}'-" 

Ill. \\:l-nho~ru. (mr().l• 1-l'f. f'· 10. nut \\:'('flh:lm poinu out 1hat C<"nc•h l J11r~-r• (rvm 
ttw> AN f. ( tt'..ttinn ;.torle"'. "htch olrc' poc-tk: -G:n. 1 i}. not C\lliuJ Hd)f("¥, J'ltM1t)• 

lie n1d\ ur ullmJ.: u "clc.".alN pr-O)('. not puf(" r'O'"'Y; "m'-<" ·m..n• .~r tit<' nuH1i.al i.~o r·-· Uhod.). 
Ill. \\';aieL<. ~an .. r.m ("'nh·. p. (,. 
I.U. (,unL.d. I ~wG -/(~nnu. p .. ~--.i8. 
1 !4. 5« 1hc turdK"f drM.u"1on oltha~ poim ~· ~~ in M.~ c.h .. rlcr. 
1l.S. \'I:'C"!h.·rnunn. (iriU'm I II. i"· 80. ~:e ;d~) G•:rtnlll I b~l\ h.:lrful 'IIHlln.ln- ul dw 

~l."ll f\' 1.1f(.,u~,j, I in • 1h-.• 'O.tp" ofCrt"".ttion in Gcneob I: lilcr."II 'D.n \0 ur lrt~ur."lthc 
"(\:riHJ..II·pu..J~,· u( 11md" Ontins! I ( 1•)94): p. I 'S-l l . 

12(1. C:ullm,, (,.-11ni1 1.-1, p. 44. 



' 14 

,,hid\, in f-au. b not a genre type at all.':- 11\e best that Stck a n do is to call it 
sui gnu•ris (it~ own gc:nR"), which c:mphasi7..a the uni<lncn~s ofGcnah 1. Surdy 
we would ~rtt with ~ck th•n in theme Genesis I is unique: bm 11 I) houdJy 
unique in form ... 

ln<ktcl. Gcnc .. (i.s I is pn:S(tUed in anonn.al n3rr.ui\c form. lht" .)und;ar(l fomt 
in llcbrC'w for con~th't'. scquc::mi:al narr.nivc prose is the u·aw consccutiYc 
imperfect.'"' Ccnc)i.S I comains 50 U'IIW coosteuti\'C imJ>erfcct forms 111 its 31 
\'cne~ . . an ;tvcrage of 1.6 per ver~. This reprc:sc:ms rnorc: ll'illl' (.Om«.uth•c furrn.s 
than all but J of the first 20 chapters in Genesis.•~ f\yGOtHr.ast. in the poetic 
section of GenL''is 49: l b-27 Uacob•s blessing of his sons}, there arc only~~ mml 
of eight U1rtw conr.cculive forms. or 0.30 per \'el'se.U1 To put h nnodt<.•r way, 
C.cnclii" I h,,, five tiruc~ murc n :Hra rive .set:jUCnlial m :t rkcf:\ th .m .1 comp:u•:thly 
long poet ic S<."Ction . ~I here bet:m s ICl be: nu dmtbt dt:tt dte mu hur of Genc~i.s 1 
intended th:tt 1 he uarr:uivc he understood as nonn:al scqucmi:-.1 nee ion. 1 he genre 
is d<."a1ly narr;ni\'c, not poetry.' \' 

Are 11tere Irreconcilable Contradictions berween Genesis I and 2? 

Scholars gi\·c ''<~rious other reasons for taking Gl'llt'Sis I non·lircr.alh•. As 
lll4!~uioned ai>O\·c, W~ftke gh·cs six reasons for a non.-litC'f'Oll appro;ach. m;a~y of 
wh1ch .arc ihJrc:d by oll.en who hokl a simil3.r non-lircnl , ·if:w. "lhcsc six objec .. 
fiofb 10 the lha.al , .;cv. will be brieRy discussed in tum. 

L!"'. 

128. 

12?. 

1.10 . 

Il l. 

13.!. 

I II. 

\'C',ahL.t', ·lac-=un Gcnn:: p. ?. ~:a.ltke ~ ~pu:d chD ,,hr;a_y.o frnm Htrui 81odM.'f. It 
ll (;a:\tin.111fl~ rh.u •n ,Ul .u tidc cncitk-d "' ~ f i1cr:11ry Genu: (I(( ~1'14-... h. ( tupcer Ont'.~ 
\X'.ahkr- uhinmdy rtfll"'-' 10 choruc a elotmal gcnr~· uu:gor)' •• md fiml\ cht' nttd to 
nuke up .'1 phr,l\~ th.n Jescribes the content, not rc-.111)' rhe gc:nfe, of Ccne11~ 1. 
So o~ls.1 l bwl. ··o.ly>~' ofCre.uion.~ p. 20; - It is hardl)' 1111 gt1uris in .111 l'~du~i'<( htnarv 

'lt'mt' whkh willluuCJve it from conununk:;uion on .1 f.tuu.1l . .au.ur.lh' O'nd hi,tork,;l 
kvd: 
Uruu· K. \'<'o~lc k,· and Miclud O'Outnor, An lnt~Wiuttitm "' llthllml J !t•buu, S111tttx 
(Wiuuua l.~lct: . IN: J.' i\l'llht .tun~. 199'0). 11. )4l · 
llw t luc~· '"ll.lptcn iu Genesis 1- 20 wirh more uvtu, COil$fi wh c imp~:rrn;c form!> ;ue 
duptc:r\ C) {61}). I I (C) I) and 19 (64). 

'JC.lld ~. llC'.lll, Wilham A. &nb, and Colin Smilh. 0/J/ l fft.lrltftlt l~mi'iX Guirlt 
(Not~h\ill<'. ' I \J: n ,,udm.an .md Hc,lm:ul. !OOCH. 11. l -IS, ·U•. 
~ ai\Cl Ha .... l " l>..t)"' 1lf \1eation.~ p. 10: "lhc- cre:ui£l.n ;ku.l>l.llll tl( (,Clto~ 1 b a 
he~mtt.al prctlt('o-m:otd: U~·i:sl- K.ai.sn-sutcs. -auiallv, th('ft' oli'C' rwo brOrild Clltfl,'OnO 

fM .arr.1nging, thr- nuct'rUI; p<ltC'U)' or pi'05C. 1he drcrston is t";t.,.)': Gt"n<\1\ I II ~~ pru"'C 
.and not poctn·. 1~ UM" of thr- INM" cons«utn"(" with cht '<Th to dNrihc "'f•·••:tu'-11 
XU, tht ffniOCOt U~ of thi.: dirttt obj«:t sign :mc.J the "()oy!l,~ lt"l.Jth(" prm~oun. tht 
"'ft'<rt.~ on d-=firiiiK)f"- .mtl 1lw "fHdding()Ur of thtsc nerm in .1 ~ucmi.al 04"\.kr tndtc.Kcs 
tfl.;lf ""(:;If<" tn 1U1N .md noc: in pocc:ry. S.:.y wh.tt ay .-.ill. rht .atnhor pl.1lnh mtroch co 
ht: ,t,)ing rhC' .... nu·thing in ch<sco ch.:tp<cn th.11 he is doins m ch.tplt'h 12 SO." K.uxr, 
~I iccr:ary rflfm ul Genn•' I-ll." p. )9-60. 
I ;am \ imply u)h•s \'(·.lhke's ubj~~.:tiom ;l) th~ b.~.~i~ ,,f dh~.u ... i,m lln.Ju-.c thn- ;arc chc 
mo't tillmpl<:tc. "I~~~ ••hj«"tions ui \X'~nh:am :and Qdtt'l"' m(•ntiuuc,l Jt.lrl<:• :uc .d:.t> 

' IS 

Firs:l, I here i~ ~UPJ10'C"tlly .111 irrecQncilahle contr:~diuicm ))CIW\.'\:U GC'nois 
I l.nd 1:. ~mcc in chaptcr l God .lpparcmly crc.ates the nun and then pbm.i ;a 

garden and cn·att'\ btrd.s .md anim;als before c:n:aring 1hc wom;an, wht'tcJS in 
d1ap1er I the m;an oa1ld the woman ar(' created aficr all 1hc res•. Rut Gcrto~ 2 
is not :a \C.'t:ond, <.hronologiot..J.I crcadon account; ins•c:ad, h is •opia l. prq).l.ring 
the\\;&}' for G<n<-'h 3. \'( ~;a_h~c is concerned that thC' ucrs Cod pbncc:<l in hlcn 
would not luvc l1.1d time to grow .md bear fruit ,,_,. but .)ince Cod eoa.n c.ausc 

watC'r co curn lllltl wine in ,m inst'ilnt. and can e ms.c:: Aamn) mJ tO ~prout :md 
bud (Num. l 7:8), somchQw a fia.st-grt>wing rree tl<k!.'i not .. ecru like ,u~,.h .1. gf'l:at 
problt.•m!11

\ \'\lhcthcr t:o..I (I'(.";.HCd spcdal birds ~nd c~mle (G~:n . 2: I'J- 20) t)n 

day 6 :.pedfit:.tlly for l~cn, Ol' whether Gtncsi.s 2: l9 simply refers w the birch 
~nd carrie ,tl•·c.tcl)' t •·c:ucJ t)n previous days. i.s oflicdc comcqucncc: cilhcr w.1y. 
there is no contr.u..licliun with C.encsis I. F..:1ch d erh enc memioncd in Gcnc.\is 2 
is ne:cess:ll'y fc-.r '' proper undcrst:.mding ot Genesis 3; dH·rc: i" no t..unu.tdict ion 
hetwcr:n tlu,.• IWO ,l(.(t)U I Il~. I "• 

\'\las th r: Sun Cre:ucd Twice~ 

\X~1hkc ':'>'' ch.u '"a ~tl.ti!duforward reading of CC'ntsi(O I :·1 Jnd 14 lc.uJ, tn 

t/J(' illrOmp.uibJf' 110/UIIIJ t/%11 t/N' 11111 ll'itS iTriiUtf 011 1f1r fil'il tf1~J11111J iiJIIIfl 0, thr 

jDHn/, day: '"~I hi( oh jt."CCion i~ r.tised b,· rnanv oth« _,chol;us as wdl.1 ~ But tht' 
tnt d~--s not \"prak of th<- -;un being cr~~ncxt ~n <l;~y onl': onlr light W;b crntcd 
1i-K-1l. \Xr~ :m.· n01 told" h.on chc light source is. bu1 it cleuly w ;l) not d1e ~un. 'I he 
light <)f d.a,- I i~ :a ,rx.~i.JI UC".uion of God. d istinct from tht' sun. If ~me h.a,·c ;a: 

problem with unc.l\:nc.mdins light without tht' sun, thco the.!)• should rcu•snizc 
th;u 'l(mtt•thin~; .. inuiJr will be trut: in rhc cccmal scacc. t\ cconlmg to Rc,·d.uion 
21:23 .md 22:5. the ~un will not br: net:ded at all. s itl C<" rhe Lord himo;df'is the 

adJrc"~xl ..., 11hin the \.ttlu:.c uf the di).l.."l lssion here. 
U4. \\'.al•"e. "I•H•r,ll) (,~·nh:." p. 7. 
135. Sw .11 ... 1 j .llll\'\ n. Jnrd.m. Ciwuion ;, Six Dn.'P: A Drfi·m" of'''~" hurlitun111f lit.tdirJ~ 

tJfG'm m.i Ont (Mrt\tQw, II); C:mon. 199?). p. ·15-46, l merc.,tiu~ly. W;lhk~· him-.c-lf 
mt·miom J~··m tulnlnt:. w.n~·r int-.. win.:. hut ~"<·j~""' ' tl t t" ir"lil ru.uwuu~ ~ruwth view 
llutU.' tlw l<'llt ()f ( ;,.rll·•i\ 2 ciUl'\11'1 •p<·-c..ifit..eiJy M:lllc: i1 (Ibid., ,,. n. 

1.)(., 'ce :11~~ ltnt'U I \', {\ h < ..-bL "A I ><.fcn:.c ,,r Litcr..l Days in th!" CrC'Jt1nn \\: 't"Cl:," IXtrtJlt 
IJ.tfiM ~mntd? j(JtmtotfS t.:ovm: p. 120-J 22; <~nd \'\'o1p~'"' Gr~ukrn. -~~uwi.Wt' /hro/"1..1 
(Grand lbrul\, ~ 11· ; .. ,,~"'"'"· I ??4 •• I'· 303. "h~r!" h,. nmt'\, "'(;~nc* ! imJ, Iro no 
dn...npctt~l t~ .,..~,t~·f1l( in tht~ urit;in~l aation of the 2nimah M l'bnh. but ~•mph· 
u'(;lp4eubt, .. "Hn~ of th(' dcuils of Genesis I 2S impon.am r(M" eht- 1iptttfk .anounl of 
the cre.auon of Atbm .md [,~ m Gcnois !: 

IJ ... \~~ckt', ·1 ntur~· ~'ftn.-: p.- fit~lico. t,;,). 
138. h)f c:umpl,. ""'"'" \';~n 111. 11,.. hnnh I>JJ. p. 88-92: ~ltrt'dilh Klift(', \p.kc .1ndT*mc 

in tht ( ot'OC"\1\ ( ~nogon~.- Pmpttnm .R S<it·n.u fi'INI Clwm..t, r..,,, IM (1 1)()(',). r· 
6-8~ \lCnh.1n1, (it'JMU J.JS. p. 40; l ronnnd Kline.~ lh< h·;~m("oHM'l. \'k'\'1,· 220.11: 
"lh"lCU\\'U, " I \t"llh in tho.· (j('ll("ol\ Crt.".llion Aaonnl .... J .. ·40; (ou>lllr-=y. Cwli r.uurn 
fod',.,.,m"''·l'· tl-4~: ..trhl l~ucultl F. Youngblood. 11~ Boolt ofGmttts: At~ lml'rlllurto'] 
Comm4'11f•") (C•.mJ R.&pitb. 1\ll: Bakl"r. 1991. lnd cd.), p. 2(,_.21. 
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light. So jus1 as in rhe first three days ot tiH: crearion week, in the eternal sratc 
there will once again be light wi(hom the sun . ·n1ough we c~mnot conceive of 
"evening and morning" apart from rhe sun, surely God can. 1.w 

A Polemic against ANE Mythologies? 

Next. \XIaJrke asserts rhat the aurhor's COt) Cern w:lS not ''scientific or his iOri­
c:.l." bur w:t..:; iusre:~d "polemical agaima pag"ln mytllt)logies.''J.il) Stek. Hamilton. 
\XIcnham. a.nd Fut:no make similar observ<1tions.1~ 1 ln respo nse. despite rhe 
assertions of these scholars, it is not clear from the tCXf of Genesis rhat this is 
the author~s purpose.'41 In fun, scholars who hold chis view do nol evetl agree 
on wh('ther Genesis I is a polemic against Babylonian, Cana~lnite, or Egyprian 
myrhologies.1u Regard less, even if Genesis I is a polemic at-ainst one or more 
of' dttse ANE mr rhologies, why woulcl tlli$ conclusion lead iO rhe idea th:n 
Genesis I i.'i not tO be raken literally? 1l1t: rwo concepts are simply not rdarcd. 
For example, John J. O~wis argues rhar tl1c:: ten plag-ues in Moses' d.-.y were each 
din..x:red againsr E~;yptian gods, a supposition d irectly supported by rhc t<.·xr (sec 
Exod. 12: 12; Num. 33:4), unlike che supposition made about Genesis 1 . 1 ~4 But 
that polemical purpose for rhe pl:igues in no way causes Davis ro view them a..:; 

aoything bm literally fUlfilled. l he same holds crue for Genesis I. 

Does a Symmetrical Stmcture lndicate Non-liicralness? 

\'V'alrkc. \'V'c:nllarn. and orhcrs also con1cnd th:~r the str-ucrure of rhe day:; of 
Genesis I is symmeHical, with days 4-6 paralleling da)'S 1-3, and that chis sym· 
merry demonstrates its non-litera.! natu re. Often the following pattern is norcd: 

Creation kingdoms 
Day I: liglu; dtLy and night 
Day 2: sea :wd sky 
Day 3: bnd :mtl \'egei:U ion 

Creature Icings 
Day 4: lig.ht·bearet·s: sun. moon. sr;ars 
Day 5: se:1 cre:uu~: hirtls 
O:n: 6: bnd crcarurc.o;: m:~n1u 

' 

139. Sec fi.tnher Jordan. Cli.·mio" bJ Six Dll)'i. p. 4S-49. 
140. \X'ahkc. GmrJ.is, p. 76. 
141. S1~k. "What Says the Snipturc?" p. 229-231; Hamilton, Gmf'Sis, p. S5; Wenham, 

Cm~1is 1· 15. p. )(k 9; t'ut;:u(l, " fkcu'* h Had lbin~>d." p. 1- 21. Othe•s view Genesis 
I :tS :t p•olcmk, but .:J,., 1101 nccc.wrily rcjcc1 alitcr:tl :tppmach 10 the 1cx1. So H:tsc.l. 
"Polemic 1\.':lturc," p. S 1-91; Johnston. "Gc.nesi~ 1-2:3.fl p. I 0--14: and Shetter. ~Genesis 

1-2: p. 30-33. 
l.fl. See Jord:u1, Crr.tn'Qu bJ Si~· Oil) 'I· I'· 2J5: "Nuthillg_ in th~~ text~ so much as flint~ that 

tllC'r wc:rc wri tu:n :1.:> pvl~mi~"$ :~g:1in '\1 any•lling." 

143. 1:111:110 .s::eys Can::a:tnitc lbali~m {"Oec.au~ it H:ad lhim'<l."" J>. 1-21 ); John.SII)Il ("Genesis 
1-2:3,'' p. 10-14) :Uld Shetter CCc:-ncsis 1-2.H p. ;3.0--;3.3) uy Egyptian: Wenhilm s:tys 
B.1hrlonian and Egyptian {Gmrsis 1-15, p. 9): and Hasd says Babylonian, Es>1nian. 
:Lnd C:.m:1..11niu: ("r)ulcmic N:uure," p. 81- 91 ). 

'-1·1. John J. O:tvi ~. MDUJ nnd tl~t: Gods h[ E!J'PI (Gr:~nd RaJlid~. M I: 1\:tk<:r. 1971), Jl. 
SG-96. 

14). \\/ahke. Gmtsis, p. 57-SS. 76-77; Klin~. "Space and '11me," p. 2-1 ); lronsand Klhw. 
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'I his \'iew is called the fmmcwork hypothesis. and seems to be increasingly 
popular :unong e\·angclicl iS. 1~' A full cticiquc of rhe framework hypothesis is 
given d s<.·whcre in this book, so only a few commems will he m;u.l t: here. Fit·st, 
the lighc of day I i.s not dependem on the sun. so rhc sun is hardly rhe "ruler"' 
of it. Second. the w:uers existed on day I, not jusr day 2. 'Jhi rd, in verse 14 the 
"li.,hts" ot d:w 4 arc ~ct in rhc "cxJ>anse'' <:r~ucd on d•w 2 (not dav 1). 1:ounh. 

c ' . ' 
the s<.·a <;:rc;Jturcs of day S were tO fill the "w::arcr in 1 he se:L:> .. which were Cl'eate-d 
on day 3, no1 day 2, comrary ro rhe ch:1r-r above (sec Gen. I: I 0); and alone of the 
sc~~ crcawres or bi rds or land cr<:anm.':S od1cr than m:m were ro "rule'' :mything 
anyway. Fi naJI}'• man was created on day 6 nor w rul<.· over 1he l:tnd :mel vegeta­
tion (crea1ed on d:~.y 3). but O\'CI' the land anim~~Js created on day 6 and ch~; sc~1 
creatures and birds crcart~d on d:~y S. In mllcr words. de..:;pile dw nice chan, the 
pan <'rns simply do nor hol<l up. w 

Furthermore, even if rhc pattern h~.:·ld Hue completely {which it assurl.'<lly 
d<"•es not). it would h:m:lly be an argument for a non·liccral approach w the 
ch:•ptcr. t:"SfX.~i:t lly si nee 1 he chapct:t' has so m:uly sequential markers. Jusr because 
somc1hing is presented according iO a p:mern does 1101 mc:m th:u the paucm is 
non·1itcral.1411 Afrcr all. as w:.ls previously discu$Sl.-d, rlw entire Rook of' Ccne~is 
is p~merned according co rhe tof('doths ("rhis is rhc accounr of . . . ): do<.'S 1har 
mc::an that rhe ::acwums of No:~.h, Shcm. ~rerah. Ishmael. Isaac, Esau. and jacob 
arc n(n liter:•! or duonologie;ti~ '·~·J As E.J. Young st:ues. '' \XIhy. rhen, must we 

"f-rJI'Ih~\\'OI'k View.'' p. 224: \Xfcnham. G1'11Nii 1-15. I' · (,_7; :\mold. Encomturil(f, tlx 
[J(NJkofGnteJiJ. p. 14; Y~lungblood. Grnnis. J>. 25-27. 

146. See noce I II abovc. 
147. S<.·e further. Ed waHl J. Young. Smtli('f in G'f"IU11J Onr (Phibddphi:l, l't\ : l 'u;.~hylcTi~n ~ru l 

Rd'onn<:d. 1964), p. 68- 73: C •·udt:•n . .':J)'wm:1tk 'll~tvllf~YJ'·i'· 302: "I(Jdd S. OC' .. 'Ill. "CIHiS· 
1i:ln1o in 1hl' Public Squ:lrC: How F.ar Should E\·angrlic:t l~ c,,., in the Crc:ttion-Evolution 
Debate? ... (paper tidi\'Cred at cht :\nnu:tl Mccting ~,r the E.v;mgdical Tht'Oiogic.ll Socit't)'· 

New. I 5. 2006). p. (,_I o~ and Joseph .'\. JlipJ, Jr .• ~ Frum Chaos to Cosmos: A Critiqul.' 
ot' the Non-Literal lmcrprcrJtion:. ofGcn('sis I :2- 2:3,'. in Did Grl(/ Cmndn 6 Onp!. 
eds. Joseph l)ipa. Jr. and D.n·id H:Lil (\\:lhiu: Hall, \V/V: "JOIIc: L.·gc, 200). 2ud (XI.). p. 
170-74. 

148. ~I he s:1mco~l"rvation bt•ltl5 l11ll" lOr \'Ch(·r literarr ll t,·i c;~~ ~en br \X1,nham ( Cnu·Jil J-J 5. 
p. 39) .md oct1cr~. ScrncruR: d(~ noc n~cc~>~o-ic.liC (It t:\'i:n snt;t;e-• non·lir..-mln eo;.~. 1\nd 
ln.J'l lt)' o( thC\(' so-c:aiJ.:xf .,Ji iCI':U)' tb·ic~" :.'lfC <]UC.~Ii(lll :!hJ(\ r-or CXampJc. \\1cnham ~l)~ 
that thl.' number of Hl-brcw words in Gen. I: 1-2 .and 1: I -3 .UI.' ;c)l multiples of .st·'lt'n {p. 
6). Bm in nrdc:r 10 ;crri"e :n thb t""Oud u_,ion. Wt•nh;~~zu n«~h to ,uftlth(· ntunbc:r of \\'(n~b 
i11 2:1- 3 tugt:th<"r: ~q•o~ratdy t hey :cn.; ). 14. :111d 16 w•••cl~ r..;.\p.xti\·dy. Arc w<: II) hd icvc 

du1 1hc author ofGcncsi~ wnn through chis cxcrd~c in mcm.al gymn:.stks of adding the 
words in thrrt \'Crst'S simply 10 arri\·c at .35 . .a mu lciple of 5c\·en? \X'cnham mentions other 
phrases that O<.'Ct.IF s~.,·en tim~"$, bm since <:re:uion uocurrl-d in )('n:n days. il is 1oimplr tht• 
I"<.'JX'tldon of t h~"$l" phrasoo at I hi.' hl-ginning or end of cad• Jay ;hat ut~.ltC' the "7."' Sex 
:.lw my discus1oion on ahe u.sc ,>()('\'en in the imm<,li:udy fi'»lll'»wint; p:Ha£,•':1J)h:.. 

149. So :.'llso Wt-ck~. "Hermeneutical l>mblcm." p. 17. Sec fimhcr PiJ)O). "Fmm Ch:u'~ 10 

Cosmos." p. I 84-SS. 
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conclude th:;u, mc-rdy because of a schemaric arrang~m~m. Moso hb disposed 
of chronology?""' 

Docs the Usc of&--cn Days Indica« Non·li1crolncss? 

\V.ah~e. Sec~. :md \X'ahon believe rhat since che sn-en d.t)'5 of Genesis I re· 
fleers a "'wi<ldy auc.nl"'CI5n't'n-d.ay typo1og)• ofth~ anciem world.'" it suggests th.at 
chc :.1uchor is using .a ncrcorypical formula r.nhc:r chan a litcr.~l pcoriod of ~·en 
days.,,. \Val eke notc:s th:u "within ancient Ncar Easccm maccri:ll, the p.utcrn of 
six a:. incUinplc:tc:no.!l .mel seven as resolulion is quite commor1:m 

·There :m: indeed wme intcn:sring uses of seven clays inANE litcr.uu rc:: the 
construcrion of B.l:ll's pai:ICC in seven dt~ys (ANET. I'· 134): the :ltl:lt:k or King 
Ktrcl "l>on the city of Udum (ANfT, p. 144-4 5): L)ond 's seven days of oA~r· 

ings 10 1hc gods fo llowed by seven days of feasting (ANE"f. I'· 150): and in 1hc 
GilgrnllC::.h Epic . .!>C:VC:II days for Ucnapishfim's oo~u ro be built·, and seven days 
of the Oo(~ r;tging fo llowed by seo.·en days of wailing for 1 he w;u crs w subside 
(ANfT, p. 93-94).'" 

Hut there arc a nu mber of problems with \X'altkc and ~tck'~ :m..-lysis. First, 
none of the cited t('Xt.S ha\'e anything to do wi1.h Crt'ltion, and none of the ANE 
c~don 1ars mc:ntion:. \C."\·en...doty period of cre:uion. Second. the only tcxts th.n 
ha\'C something to do with building anJthiltg arc Baal's palace construction and 
the' oon.)tnK.tion o( Umapishcinls boac. Btu these hl\'t" nothing 10 do with chc 
cre:ation of the world. ·n,.inl, ~-en th~ twoacu of t.On.iuuuion from ANE texts 
indicate chat tht' buiiJin~ \\as dont in te\"en days.. But c~nesh 1 lUII!S dl;ll tht 
world \\'J.S Ct'( .. utd in six c.l.ays. n 01 sn·en. The ~-entfl day w-JS m(rcly for God to 
rcsr. Founh. jun hc:c.tu.Se there are rome p:amlld ANE 1<-XIS ch.u mention seven 
days has nothing to do wirh rhc liu.:ralncss of the days ofGenc41is 1. In f.1cr, in 
all the ANt rcxts cited. the days were r<:gardcd as li 1cral d:ay<~. noc symbolic: it 
rook seven accu.al d:ays 10 build Baal's palace, and so forrh. In other wo1·ds, che 

150. Yuung. Studit'J in GftWiJ Om. p. ()(!. 
151. \'(t.ahkc. f;mtJiJ, p. 77: Stt-k. "Wh:tt Says the Scripture?" Jl. 2J\): Wllhou, Gmms. p. 

I S5. SC'C' also Youngblood, &tJt:Jis, 1'· 26, .) I. \\/.Jlton scc:s in the ANE texts a liturgi· 
cal signifieanec "eunn«t('() to the COilStrunion of .so~nctuaric~." He eondudcl dut the 
M."\·C'n·day U\!;IUl•n C:)'J C" in Gl'•u.:si.~ •put tht- Cr¢:u ion namuh·co m the <.unccli:t l)f an 
en I htoncomr-n t/cnnJ'k \-ltdict l ioll·l)'pc' of $('11 i ng.. ( Cl'tt~IJ. I"· I 5 n 1lu I condus.on 
is a ~;urocch, co uy the leut. sintt the Genesis rcu mentions nt'Mhing o( a tcmpJc or .1 

buildinsfchronc dcd~C.~don. 
1 Sl. \l:'o~ltlce, Gt-Nnu. p. "7, Stt .Jiw li. ~to. A Cmll"fnntPJM J.t &Hfl{~s. p.,,., 

CN(j«u101km: M.a~ J'n-u. 1?61). p. 12:- 13: ''AIJ.;adQn :.nd Uprnk lttC'r.lture ... 
pt('\l' th.u ;a "'"a of u-rm n»tiMlrirrtlays wucoruKkrcd :1 (W'rkcc ttrHNi tn "hic:h co 
dnelhp ;an imJJOrunt ~ork- (iu!ia his). 

I SJ. Stc-k, ·wtuc S..)'l the ScriptUI(',- p . .2.}9. Note ch:u in the- Cl.U' o( the c,Jg;amnh [pic. 
the ~'C'11\ could wdl be p.mcrncd after the actu:d f lood :account, loil'l<c Nooh v.~tcd cwo 
pc-ri()(h- or .c\'cn J.ap bdOrC' ,ending lh(' birds out (Gen. 8: tO, 12). In the GIISo~mcsh 
E1l1C, ;t du·ve. ;t w..-;~lluw. :u~d a r:~vcn \\<.:rt .sem c)nt on che ,e'·c-mh d.ay. 

CI--IAPl'ER) 

days wen- nill 24·hour mC'.ouurcs of dmc. not som<.· ~Ymbolk figure withou1 a1w • • 
JC1u:tltim< \'lluc: or ''irh J \JJue of 1housands or millions of yr:af'i. 

\X'r \\Ontlt>r i( it h.n c:H·r O<currcd lO chC'S<' scholn~ 1hat thr re.a~n ch~ 
number~t>n \\J\ lq!-Udcd ;u 1hc: numbcrof complc1rocss migh1 be 1r.1ccd b.tek 
10 :a di\um mc:mor' of che ;J.(_twlliccral crt""ation \\ttk as describrd in G<:nni~. 
~I he rc-.1son 1h.11 "~en" \\,L\ \0 prominent in the AN F. m:ay \'t!f)· \\dl ha\·t b..."!n 
1hac rhc:y knc\\ (hanng dc\f;;cndcd from Ad.1.m ;mel ~o.;1h) th;u (,cKI U't:.llf..••d 1hc 
world in a pcrioc:l of \C\ end~~"-~ period that rhc:n b«Jme the: mc:.I)Urcntcm 
of time foe nunkiml') .u;:ti\'ily. \'(lhy musr we assume that the J uthor ufCt;nt.·sh 
"borrO\\cd'• hi;; idc.1 of M:vcn from the AN E. r~uhcr 1h:an 1h:u he tetci\'ed it by 
~p~.-ci.ll rcwl.u iim fmm G(.d and that che AN E pagans de\'dopetl thdr idc.t rrom 
truch h.uu.lcd clowu .1hm u 1hc Cre.ttor's actual aCI.lo? 1 ~• 

Did God Lisp so 1h01 We Could Undcrsi'\nd? 

Fin:tlly. \'(1,\hkc. Kitlner. \XIt'nh.un. Jnt.l o llltl'\ cxpl.tin ch:u God i\ ~imply 

usinganthropnmorphic-. r.uhc:r than litcr:tl.l:mguagc in Cc:nC-\i\ 1, \X'.,IIkc: \ IJtcs 
1hat -(;()(J li~pcd q-, d1.11 lsr.ld could mime him. working six days otnd roting the 
~·c:ntl,." ' Kid ncr lilt"' ~.!ll 'kws God as makin~ -COI\Ct"~!liOn\ to U'i in bngu;a,gc 
that we m;~~· und.:f't.mc.l. but whit.h apparently i~ not w be 1Jken llu;r.aHy.' • 

Ccn.tinl~· rhc: Uihlc h.1\ .amhropomorphic l:angwgl·. Btu in l'oiru of f.au. 
GcOC"Sis 2 .and .l cont.un mort' <tnthropomorphic L1ngu.agc: th,m Gcnt."li~ I: God 
-brcathin~'" mco man·~ nostril" (Gen. 2:- ). Hi-o; '"walling in cht.: s;anlttn- (Gttn. 
3:8) • .and \0 fOnt,_ )l't C\Cn undcrsu.nding the occasional usc of.1mhmpomurphic 
l:tngu.agc:. hm~o de~ thJt r..:b.tc to our undcrscanding of (he d.t}' of Ct.·nc,si\ I? 
Amhropnm~lrphhm_) u~u.lll}· uke the form of a bodr pan or org.1n ur mo\·cmcnt 
to dcscrihr: (;ext\ .Itt iom. htlt they m:v~r 1.1ke til~ fiJrnt of .1 unit of lillie ;u\.h JS 
a day. A41 Young 4!1.11t"'· tile word :m1l1mpornorphic .. c:u1 be .1pplil..xl w (;Citl alone 
a.nd cannot pmpt•rly he u~c:J of rhc six t..hys."w PipJ n(lrc'\ 1h.\1 ''(;(ld h ctcrn.1l. 
btu once he <.rt..';llt."\J time anJ ~p:u:c his opcr~uions wirhin time :tnd ~Jl .IC{' .tl'c in 
ti tnc a~ W(' IIIH.Icu.t:uu.l ic ...• Arc there any cx:unpko: in Scrip1ure in wllic;h tile 
1 imc n1.1rkt•r\ of Ctld\ work .ue :uHhropomo1 phic?"1 "11 In f:11..1, Exodu\ 20:8 I I 
S.lY41 lh:u (lUI' wcc.·k W,l\ p.lll('rfH::d :tfu: r Cud's cre;uion Wt."'t.'k: llw )..llll(.' ICIIIl ror 
"'dars'" io: uq"{j both htr llh (I'C.Ition week and fOr our wt:ck. 

J S l 1\,· chh 't~tuunu I .un '",l imp~~-inF 1h:n nthn t.uluu.,-.. v.( r-" irnh,,·ru m "lut tht)• 
did. ltk"\ h·hotlk..J .I~Uht (O(,J ~nd HK rnd2ti~n 1hr1Mt~.h 1hnr uv.n ''"· .ln.d m~C' 
UJ' ~~rnJ"1'ftJ l.et\molof::a l'-' "ul-.s1irutC' for chC' truth of God'\' ~<" d.~tion lut.ln n .1 

RU\IU .11 uun~ f"HI.IItruch .&u s.ub:surucc for God) muh f.! c.,.. l:li). 
IS'S. \\Ah~t' . ~~ •rcr..,-, Gc:t~h;. I' \.-

I S6. t\tdncr. (;,m'''·l'- ~(,_~s \n· .d.-..l \\'t'nh:am. C~ 1-1 l, p. .C} o\Jilan(!.'WJ.C' o~bout 
< O('lld 1\ .uui''P".al. · w dk"fC' b no n«J to think th.:u lie fini~hcJ ll1~ v.orl. 1n I 1 1 ht"'Jr' 
\ct' .diiO (_ hllan\. (lml'N 1-1, p. 1.!4. who otdux;uo chc ~.1n~k~1 .. al dJ\' l"'~ltiVII' 
lhC' tl.a~·\ u~· < ·~~t .. \\ur~·dJ.\'\. thC'tr kny;th ., n<'lth~r ~f~«<tticd n1•r unptm.uu 

's· y,..,.,~. """'""' (;...,,.,,. o .. ,. 1 •. ss. 
1 .;;s. l•ip;a. hilm ( :h.ul\ m l lhnh,~.M p. tC•J. 
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Does CJO<I rd.lly h~wc co .. lisp ... as \'<'ahkc S3)'l. in order lO communk:uc 
wilh u)? 00t:s this nm imply that Cod d id a poor job in creadng man in dlc 
firsc place? Did He nor design our httman capaciry co spe tk :md commu nic;uc? 
Arc we um nude in Hi;; im:tgc? Of course He is infiuitc and we are fin icc, :md 
He j;; the Creawr :tnd we: :nc the Crt:~uures; but bn't man's main problem or 
communicating with Cod due to our s in, not our finitcne.. .. s?1S9 Omt r:try to 
W3lckc. \X1cnham, and Kid ncr. all ofGcnesis I begs that we re.-.d it as hi~torical 
~1uemi.U narr.uive prose, not as some 6gur.uh~ or an01.logicaJ or anthropomor· 
phic .account. FuniH~rmorc. ir God could speak liu.•r.a.lly :aboUl the crea1ion of 
Ad.m1 ~nd Eve and rhcir sin und n.bt:nu No.:th, Abr.tlurn. Isaac. Jacob, Joseph. 
Moses. and Ute Exodus. which most, if nor all, of th<."sc schobrs acct:pt as lirc:r.r.l 
lr j,cory. then why carl'r God speak of literal cvcnrs on lircrnl days of cre;u ion in 
:1 w.ry rhar we can readily understand? llu.~ logic Hf this "lisp'' argum<'nt docs 

noc make scnsc. If God c~:ued O\'er millions of yc~r rs and in rhe order rhat 
i:\'OiuLionary scicnrisrs uy, Lhcn He is a \·<'ry incomJX"h::nt comm,mic.uor in 
Genesis I. 

Ona- again. henn-ennuic;1lly n is imponanr to be- con.sistcm in our rrcatmc:nr 
ofGcncsi.s I. As Pip;~ notes. the .style ofGene."i.s 2 .md J is more figur:ui,•c (\\'ith 
n1on: :mLhropomorphi;;ms) th.m Genesis 1. so why not regard the~ ch:~pH.'h :b 
uon·litcr:rl?'w ll)e s:~mc is uuc for rhe Flood account, 13abcl, ~md so forth. Such 
.m .ubhrary method oilmcrpl'cting Scripture lms nu cxcgclic:al b l'akes: ic h only 
one Mcp away from dtnying ~ni rnclcs and d1e hodily rc!turrccrion of Cl1ri 'i1, 1~'~~ 
How do we d<.'"rcrminc wh;u i5 literal and wh:u is nor. if we ignol'e the plolin 
markings of gmre in tbe text ic.sclf?11.! 

Accomrnodatjon to Scientific ~lbinking? 

I here is acru.11ly a seventh n.".L"On that \V:tltkc gives ror rejecting a ltrcraJ 
undcr:tranding of Gcnc"i" I. while :1ccepring n litcr.rl underStanding of the 
rc:-1 ur the cha.prers of Gcnc.·.sis. \Valrkc notes th:n there :11'C rhi'CC' ba'iic in ter .. 
prt:t:u ious f<)r tht: '\by:.": .. lircral m·cmy .. four hour periods. cxttndcd :tgc.·<i nr 
cpodu. and stmcrures of :llitct':kry frarnewol'k d(•signed to illustrate rhc orderly 
n:uurc: of GodS cre-~nion,"1 hen \Valtke Slates that the firs.t rwo imerprctarion" 

I S9. ~furthe-r _Jc,r..bn. CwJI'4H •• Su. fM)s. p. I 05-111, c:onc:C"rnu~ mthropomorphisml 
'"Genes~ 1. 

1(10. l'ipJ. •From Chaos co Cosme».~ p. 194. 
lfil . lbid .. p. 194-96. 

1 til , l'cinhcrggives _, simibr w;unin6' "If the ..Li}'li m:ry he ftJ.Iur.ui\c. 1 hen wht nor Cnd, r iC .. 

:ti fisurcs to rC"Jlro<.·ru s•mwtl.lug d-,c:? \'\l11:u i~o the hcnn..-ucmk that tells us th:~tslmw 
llcme-n~s in rhi <;; '~'")'.II \' lij;UIO of speech and lit<·ury dl" ke-1 and othC"n art' nc•t?., , 
l( this account il; jus.:t :J l1tcurv t.k-..·icc, wh.o~t dOl"\ rhat tt·ll "' .ilxmt <nher StOt~ ~ 11'be:\ 

r«<ttnu.? Arc the tm pl.-~uo <lt thc timc' of th< hc.Ju\ :Jnotht"l lilmu')' dnicc, not 
to be-1~ li1(r.all)-? ••• One.<' )"Ou ttnJ 2 picct "how-lrtn<ll)' gm.rc sccm.s to iii\"'Oh~ 
ht~tocy 2.s though it ~ noc.. th.u .abo r;ai,o ltrK:ltJ, tiUt"\tiOf\\ .tbot.u othtr lt'XI'i due 
llppcJr to lH: hi.).tOf}• (N• o,,,. /.,lr Him. p. 613-M ~). 

Ctt.AM'Eil s 

-po..e ~icnufic and tnm.rl difflcultics ... \\ hich ht: C\pl.tins in his footnote 
.t\ fi,lluw'i: '"lu che C:t.'it." of th'-' first suggestion. mO\t \<.:iemi~ts reject a l it~:r.rl 
rwcmy·four-hour pcri.)d, In the C•'.SC of the second. I he p .111Crn in the f CXI nr 
nlot•ning-cvcni ngsl'Cms inconsi'iiCnt widt the epoch rhcory."11'~ In o thl·r wot•th, 
\X1ahkl· rcj('CU a lircral24 ·hour '"d.ty" because ··mosr sck•mhts" rcjccr ir! 'I his, we 
\U"'fl<:''- ' · h rhe main r~I!<.A:m filr thu\e whu :tdopt :tn incorbhtent hcrmt!ncutk 
fnr Gt·nc'i~ 1-11 :mcl ~lk"Ci.dlr fcn GC"nesis 1: a 'craiglufurw~rd re.'lding .-,f 
G(nt~i\ I conAicts wi1l1 the.· a1rrent Kicnrihc theory of origin~. lndccc:l. ''h'-·n 
p«~ming thc lhrcr basic \if:\\s on Genesis I. Uubc: llOIC'S th:ar lhc cmph.Jsi-. 
of"'1h'-' csscntiJ.IIy liter.1l \ 'it • .'W .. is '"on IJJrmunizmg the lucr.tl biblical tttl \\ith 
'd'-•ntifk dt~criptium."1"1 \'(lh,u j, C!lpt:cially \ad i~ dtJt \'X';altke •. 1 wclndcrfirl 
l lchrcw M.:holar, rejects rhl· norm.tl meaning of thl· rc.·xc in Genesis J not on 
l'Xtgctkal grounds. bur on scicn1 ific grounds! As I h:m .. · written elsewhere. I 
bdiCV(.' tl r,H lllJ.Il}' ('1.'Jilgdi~o..tl\ lJkc .ill iUCOil.loi~te-tU ht'llll(.'llCUiiGII appt'OJlh 10 
C."·n"'i' J bc.••t_.Ju~t" a hey :m· cml-..;u·r .... !td'J hy tl1e ,j.x 24·hour tlay appro:1ch .uuJ 
\\ j,h 10 di~r.mcr tht"tmch·.:s frum it. 11'' 

Confirm21ion of nl}' <;;uo;pidom comes from ;~~n unlikch• source. In hi;; 
work cntitlc.-d Funt!Jmu•,MII!m. j.rmc.-:s Barr tJ.k<."S COil'iCC\-.Ui\·~ cvangclicJis to 
task (or ino,;isring on a litcr.ll inu:rprctJtion of ~cripturc hm (hen abandoning 
if when i 1 t.omes w the cn.-:uion !r.tory in Genc:.i,. B:1rr cxpbins that "~b rhe 
·".:icu1if'ic :l(>l>ru:teh C:IUll..' (l) lt:IW.' UIUI'C :lUd fllOt'C :b\CIU (l't)ltl fund~lllle"IU:l (i i\ 1~ 
I hc.:m\d\'t'.\, lilt")' shift t.-d their inrctprctmion ur I he Bihlc p:\\ .. \ ,Jt;C from litcr=tl let 
non·li1c.·r.1l i 11 order to 'i:\\'t . .. thr: inerrancy (l( rhc 1\ihlc." In order w :woid 
the consequence: of an erram B1hlc:, the fundamc:nt.Jii!j:t flh.a~ tried t'\'C:I)' possible 
din."<:CK>n ofinrerpret3rion other 1h.a.n the lirer:~J. .. Vl't. lbrr ri(thdy cominucs. 
'"in fj4.t tht· unly n:nunl <').""{:'-')i' h .1 litt:r:JI ont:. in th.:o ~me thJt thi.-. ~ "lr.u 
the Juthor me;mt."1"" 

Conclusion 

Barr j, righl on r:trgct. A" rhi, chapter has <ihown, there is no justi fication 
ror .applying a diffcrem hCI'mcncutk lO Genesis 1- 11 or h) (.;cnesis I than to 

the '"~' of Genesis. As \\;t<"'~k, h •• , ob.!-e1 \·00. - l l lt' b.t,ic que~• ion is wherhcr our 
imerJlh.:t.ltiOn of rhc Bibk f~j: to be d~.:tcrmint-d by the Bible itl('lf or by some o1her 
;nuhcnill. On"c Ki'-·n<.c h.h hc."('n ....... , up .ao; .. m :auwnom,,u, .ttnhoriry it in(."\ itahl)· -
1Cd. \\:a.hL.c. GnusiJ. p. 61. 

1(, I Uuhc. "hnJ.I Reflccuom," p .?~ 1 -.?.5! . -rh•s \'it'w i) cquh·;rlcnt '" nw -c .... ne~i.s t -1 1 
·" l'·•nf~· ligur;Hi\'t' ~ .,;.;ut<~l>r)' (\ i\'\\ J . . •hO\'(}. 

1(,1), lkJII. "Ch1 i~tiJtU in rht• 1\thli" !'lcju.m•," p. 6. Su :d'(' t:.:inlwr•:: "\\:flr,,t I find l):lrfiu •l.u ly 
lh>uhloome in too mJnr prt'"'t.m.uiom on the dncuilw ul~o.rc.uion j.; thou :t prim.lf)' 
~·ul h( not d.,.. priman• g_Cial) In lru~.:rpretmg Lhr bihhultt"U t\ co harmon in" ir with 
tlk" J'tt•ui.ling: ""'innilit unlltt\l.•nJm~:= c.•f our m•~. h•r m(, rh.al ,, noc the- WJI) 10 J., 
'"-'11f.'-lkal '''!;tnn21it tl.._ .. ,a,IK\ \1, Opcurt' mu'\1 J., • .;t.llcM • .J 10 'pt·.;al t(,, iN·If nn "' 
"""" 1nnu- (,\#Ow Lift.r 1/u.,, r , ... ,)). 

IM 1-lm'l"\ B.arr. Fruul.tmnrr.IIMif<l'lhibddphr.;a. PA: \XCstmtl1\tct, t•r ... t. p.. 41. 



tenill w c.ku:rminc the w.l) in which we imerpcet the Biblt..',-11' Our wm.lusion 
is thJ.t the: onl)' prop(·r hoermc:n«.'tnical apprwch w Gc:nai~ 1-11 (including 
Ccnoi" I) is co rc:g.1rd ic ;u his~orial narr.ni'\-c 1h;,u is mC'3ntto 1x ukc:n lilcnlly. 
To usc some o1~1er t,ermcMulic-.tl approach and apply i1 in .1 pia.c:nlC'".tl f"hhion 
is 10 it;non: the plain c:vidrnce gh.-en by our lord. the ~C"" ICsumem \\Tilt>rs.. 

and the text of G~o.·n~~ itlt("l( 

Cbnpter 6 

The Genre of Genesis 1:1- 2:3: 
What Means This Text? 

Steven W Boyd 
t•orcfon,. of rhi, chapiC'r were originall} publish'-'\~ in my ..:haph.'r, 

!x.C\·<'n \V. Ho}"C:I, -~uustial Dcccmlination of Genre in Blblk.tl f-h:br~o."\\": 
b·idcnCC' fur .m l h,mrical Reading of Genesi~ I: 1-!:j.- in RAT/:' II 
(H.Jultotsoropn 411Nftlv .tl~(t'•friN &rtlr. Rn~tll1o{t.~ HIJII'g·Eartb Crr.m'tmisr 
Rnt'Jrrb /m'll•lfll't', ~o.-dm.od by L:ury Vardiman. Andrew A. Snelling •• md 
Eu~enc 1·. Ch:afl'in IE.I Cajon, \.A: lnsrirme for C reation Rco.c:.1reh and 
Chino V•lle). i\Z: C r""' inn R.,.,...,d, Soci<ry. 2005)J. p. 63 1-7.!4. I hi, 
•·cvh"-"1:1 .u.u~ri:J I j, m(..-d wid1 pl·rmission from th~ lnsliwtc for Cst·:uion 
Rcsc-.m:h. 1-\duw. I f<'f('r ro my RATC' II chaptc•· ~ls R.IITE c.h.tptt.'l', 

1. I ntrmluct ion 

T lu: ~caning poilu lOr lllh.lcrst:u)d ing :w y tclo h w I'C.ul it :KCOI'tting w its 
;'~~m't', 1 .. I he ol'igill.ll l't.'.ulcrs (ur lio;lcncr$) :111 :m dwr hml in m im.J when he 

, .. ·roc c.! would h,l\'(.' r4!(;(•gni7cd intuiri,•dy whou cypc of u:xt they were reading (or 

I. (,'t'~" b th\.• ••• m:~\lr~ oil lit.:r,mln' in111 which A r ·•niooul.n t~·u t:lll\, Yo lll ... h "'•" d~.ul) 

r<'COS"ilcd by in or1~nal ft"'..cl.-..·r.. For \IJf\'t!)'S of ~nn: thl.")l'~' wnth:u bv lucrary thnm't~ 
)(( 7/v ,\~· f'rtH(fton fNt]lfopu/iJ 1Jf fWI7J and fWtiLI (.\'Pf'J'P). ~\ . "Jt~llt(": //'4' 
H11'1" H.uwlh.tH •J lummwrr, ~nd cd.. s_,._ -genre cnti>cism-: A Jl.uul,.,.llj (.mi~.J 
ApJW'okl"t'' u lunJIII"· 4tf• nl.. ,.,. '"gt:r~u uitic:i .. m .. ; vad t•.ml A. So\ C. "D•w.:ourv: 
m F Lmu111.c;hi.a .and T. ~kl...lU£hlin. nk.. C.riJir-JI Tnm1 for l.tttrJ'1 y,tfr Khkott;O. 
ll,: lhc-l-m\C'f'\lt) ot t.lu~ l'n:9. J99S.lnd 00.). p. 'SO-S I. here.aficr t•tnt .t .. ( 11 \, 
~ funht"f (,,,me R. (l..homc. -HbC:onQ! Narr.atiw: md Truch m chc n~hlc; }/IS 
4814 ( IHc_onhror .!OO't): p. (, -?-f-83 .1nd 1he rC"fC"I't'ncn he C1tn for thl." t..Unt..q'l o( g<'11R" 

o~.pp·hl."d tu luhlu~.allc!I:IS. AI~ )oct' RATI: ch2p1n. p. (l.\ 1-63'). 
!. 'IIH'1'C aR: ~und rc.-w.m. f(lr a~~uming 1hc ~1osaiL :HIIhUI.,hif' u( 1l1i .. h"KI .and ~n 

I•.).IKIII• d.-h· ,,,. I <i·lf, I\. C. lllus. thC' lnrrsl dilu ror I his IC'X1 ·~ ' "" Jl.".&lh •• r MO'tt"\ iu 


