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The Perseverance of the Saints

Questions for Personal Application’

Do you have assurance that you are truly born again? What evidence do you see in
your own life to give you that assurance? Do you think that God wants true believers
to go on throughout life worrying about whether they are really born again, or to have
firm assurance that they are his people? (See 1 John 5:13.) Have you seen a pattern
of growth in your Christian life over time? Are you trusting in your own power to keep
on believing in Christ, or in God’s power to keep your faith active and alive?

If you have doubts about whether you are truly born again, what is it in your life that
is giving reason for those doubts? What would Scripture encourage you to do to
resolve those doubts (see 2 Peter 1:5—-11; also Matt. 11:28-30; John 6:37)? Do you
think that Jesus now knows about your doubts and understands them? What do you
think he would like you to do now to gain greater assurance of salvation?

Have you known people, perhaps in your church, whose “fruit” is always destructive
or divisive or harmful to the ministry of the church and the faith of others? Do they
have very much influence, perhaps even positions of leadership in the church? Do
you think that an evaluation of the fruit of one’s life and influence on others should
be a qualification for church leadership? Is it possible that people would profess
agreement with every true Christian doctrine and still not be born again? What are
some more reliable evidences of genuine conversion other than intellectual
adherence to sound doctrine?
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